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Release of 
prisoners 
signals 
thaw in 
relations 
between 
Jordan 
and 
Kuwait 


TEN JORDANIANS 
were released from 
Kuwait’s Central Prison 
Tuesday, a move that 
could signal the start of 
warmer relations between 
the two countries. The 
freeing of the Jordanian 
prisoners was made as 
pan of a general amnesty 
on the occasion of 
Kuwait's National Day on 
25 February. About 405 
prisoners from various 
nationalities were also 
released. The Kuwaiti 
Minister of Interior, 
Sheikh # Mohammad 
Kholed A1 Sabah, for¬ 
mally announced the 
amnesty last Monday.* 

The Kuwaiti decision 
was welcomed by Jorda¬ 
nian officials describing it 
as a positive gesture that 
paves the way for a new 
phase of sound relations, 
between Kuwait and 
Jordan. 

The same source hoped 
(hat a similar Emiri 
amnesty for the rest of 
Jordanian prisoners would 
take place very shortly. 

The issue of Jordanian 
prisoners was the focus of 
intensive talks held 
between the two sides in 
the light of information 
on maltreatment of these 
prisoners. 

More than 100 Kuwaiti 
members of special forces 
had allegedly stormed 
into Sulaibeyah JVison on 
22 January and beat Jor¬ 
danian prisoners serving 
long-term sentences for 
allegedly “collaborating” 
with Iraqi authorities after 
Iraq invaded Kuwait in 
1990. 

Tension eased after 
Qatari and Omani ambas¬ 
sadors in Kuwait visited 
the jail and inquired about 
the welfare of Jordanian 
inmates. * t _. 

They assured the Jorda¬ 
nian government that the 
prisoners were not tar¬ 
geted and stressed 
(through face to face 
interviews with some pris¬ 
oners inside the jail) that 
they are well treated and 
in good condition. 

Families of the prison¬ 
ers were happy m hear 
about the release and 

Continued on page 2 
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Showdown expected 
over Jerusalem decision 

King warns Netanyahu of consequences to peace if building begins on Jabal Abu Ghneim 


Agencies Reports 
ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER 
Benjamin Netanyahu gave 
the go ahead with a plan to 
build a new Jewish neighbor¬ 
hood in east Jerusalem in 
spite of warnings front Pales¬ 
tinian officials that such a 
move could cause a violent 
reaction. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
sent a letter to Netanyahu 


Wednesday warning him of 
the consequences to the entire 
peace process as a result of 
the decision to build a settle¬ 
ment in East Jerusalem, which 
is considered by Jordan as an 
occupied Arab territory. 

The Israeli announcement 
came one day after soldiers in 
an Israeli army undercover 
unit opened lire in a clash 
with residents of the West 


Economic upturn on the 
... < way, says Anani 

By HamdanAlBqjj Y 

SpteuU tq.The Star 

A PROMINENT-Jonlaaian economist.has said Jordan will 
be maki^ an econotnic cocDeback by the endof this year 
- addii%"fliat : bill recovery-wffl toe taking place by the year 
' T999. X>r Jawad Anani; told a group of Jordanian business- 
inentfeaLthq rei^^ te tkd'to pro^oess' in the Middle &st 
'.fjinfijttS*'v *•. r . ; ' • ' 

, Speaid^ at the-fibBs Qub this tfieffonber minis- 
; ter said he supports plans tqdfisiznate the Aqaba region as 
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Bank village of Hizme. Tues¬ 
day. killing one Palestinian 
and wounding three others. 

The deadly'confrontation in 
Hizme. just north of Jerusa¬ 
lem. seemed likely to 
heighten tensions between 
Palestinians and Israelis after 
an Israeli government 
announcement that it will 
begin building the controver¬ 
sial Hat Homa housing pro¬ 
ject in cast Jerusalem. 

Israeli Prime Minister Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu. while 
avoiding setting a date for the 
stan of construction, has 
given every indication his 
government will proceed with 
development of 6.500 homes 
for Jews on Har Homa. a hill 
southeast of Jerusalem that is 
called Jahal Abu Ghneim by 
Arabs. 

But Palestinian Leaders 
warn that a decision to pro¬ 
ceed with this project may 
touch off renewed violence 
and they accuse Israel of try¬ 
ing to encircle east Jerusalem 
with Jewish neighborhoods. 

the issue is to be discussed 
as part of the third and final 
phase of the peace process, in 


Netanyahu’s visit to Jordan 
marred by Har Homa plans 


By Star Staff Writer 
ISRAELI PRIME Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu flew to 
Jordan on Sunday for talks with 
His Majesty King Hussein 
against a backdrop of tensions 
over Israeli government plans 
to build a new Jewish neighbor¬ 
hood in east Jerusalem, which 
threatens to jeopardize the 
future of the Middle East peace 
process. The Israeli govern¬ 
ment gave the go-ahead for the 
construction on Wednesday. 

Although Netanyahu’s half¬ 
day visit was planned last 
month in recognition of the 
successful completion of an 
agreement with the Palestinians 
on an Israeli pullback from the 
West Bank city of Hebron, he 
found himself facing questions 
on less-pleasant topics. 

The King expressed con¬ 


cerns about Israel’s plans to 
build 6500 new homes for Jew¬ 
ish residents on a hill on the 
eastern outskirts of Jerusalem. 
Palestinian leaders have 
strongly criticized the project, 
known as Har Homa, and 
accused Israel of seeking to 
surround east Jerusalem with 
Jewish neighborhoods. 

Several have warned of 
renewed conflict if the Israeli 
plan goes forward. King Huss¬ 
ein was more circumspect, at 
least in his public comments. 
Asked about the controversial 
project in a press conference 
with Netanyahu after their 
meeting, the King said only 
that he hopes nothing will 
occur to “explode the emo¬ 
tions” on the sensitive issue of 
Jerusalem. 

“We have to think with our 


minds and hearts.” the King 
said. “Wc had our views and 
the Israelis had their views.” he 
stressed that “our principled 
stand is to oppose any change 
in caslren Jerusalem thaL would 
affect or threaten the peace 
process.” 

Observers believe the issue 
of Har Homa will strain Jorda- 
nian-Isne/i relations. On Tues¬ 
day an official Jordanian source 
denied Israeli news reports that 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan was planning to 
visit Israel on Saturday. The 
official source said the Prince, 
who had a long-standing invita¬ 
tion to auend the opening of the 
Rabin Peace Center in Tel Aviv 
University, will not be attend¬ 
ing and that he will visit Israel 
only if such a visit will serve 
the cause of peace. 


While in Jordan. Netanyahu 
has said he will proceed wiih 
the "development", although 
he has thus far avoided selling 
a date for construction. He reit¬ 
erated a recent promise that his 
government will build homes 
for "Arab residents of Jerusa¬ 
lem as well as Jews, and 
'improve' the infrastructure” 
in the eastern part, traditionally 
Arab neighborhoods of the 
city. 

He claimed that “wc com¬ 
mitted about $ 50 million to 
the Arab communitties of 
Jerusalem.” 

King Hussein in January 
played' a crucial, last-minute 
role in helping to broker the 
Hebron accord. But the King 
has criticized Netanyahu's pol- 

Continued on page 2 


Human rights activists call on 
government to close bread riots chapter 



By Raed A1 Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
JORDAN’S HUMAN rights 
record in 1996 witnessed 
“grave violations” according to 
a 12-page annual report of the 
Arab Organization for Human 
Rights in Jordan (AOHR). 

“Such violations bring to 
mind the martial law era,” the 
report said. 

The 1996 report based most 
of its claims on events in the 
aftermath of the bread riots last 
August following a government 
derision to hike bread prices. 

The independent human 
rights organization issued a 
strong report last October about 
“violations of human rights and 
the humiliations of prisoners by 
the security.forces” Such alle¬ 
gations were denied by the 
authorities and some lawyers 
refuted these claims accusing 
the AOHR board members of 
being directed by opposition 
parties. 

“As an NGO we reacted cau¬ 
tiously to -violations that took 
place last year and issued an 
emergency report last October,” 
Haiti AJ Dahieh the AOHR rap¬ 
porteur said during a press con¬ 


ference on Wednesday. Al Dah¬ 
ieh added that "people were 
optimistic by government prom¬ 
ises to consolidate the demo¬ 
cratic practices,” but added that 
“the violations that followed the 
August events were condemned 
by all local and international 
human rights groups.” 

The AOHR’s latest report 
expressed concern about the 
absence of a constitutional court 
in the country. It stated that the 
government still opposes such 
an idea. “But the absence of a 
constitutional court creates a 
constitutional gap which leads 
to violations.” the report 
maintained. 

It said the new Labor Law 
was an improvement despite the 
fact it “does not satisfy all the 
workers’ demand" 

However, the organization 
opposed a new draft law to 
expand the authorities of the 
State Security Court. 

The organization also 
expressed reservations about the 
new ratified election law. which 
has been adopted "despite gov¬ 
ernment recognition that the law 
dies not satisfy people's needs.” 

On individual rights, the 
organization said it received a 


letter from the family of the late 
Yoniss Al Doleh—who alleg¬ 
edly died whilst being arrested 
by police last December. Doleh 
was accused, together with his 
brother, of being behind an 
assassination attempt against j 
former member of a Palestinian 
leftist group. Al Doleh family 
claimed that "police resorted to 
violence" while making the 
arrest and thaL the deceased was 
suffering from a heart problem. 

The organization sent a 

memo to the authorities to 
investigate the matter. "We 
received a response from the 
authorities and we arc still fol¬ 
lowing the case," said Abdel 
Jabar Abu Gharbieh, art AOHR 
official. 

The report said that an 
AOHR delegation which visited 
Juwaidch and Sawaqah rehabili¬ 
tation centers found that there 
were many detainees who were 
being held without trial. 

On the stale of the press. Mr 
Dahieh said that between “20 to 
25 journalists were arrested in 
the past year." He accused the 
authorities of "abusing legisla¬ 
tions," like the Press and Publi¬ 
cation Law. 

The Penal Code was given as 


an example of how the govern¬ 
ment abused legislation. Article 
l‘)5 of the law which prohibits 
slandering His Majesty the 
King, "was the most abused arti¬ 
cle against people." the report 
said . It added that "the authori¬ 
ties used this article in most 
cases against members of the 
opposition." 

The organization called on 
the government to end its use of 
this article and release the seven 
prisoners convicted on lese 
majeste charges. 

On the bread riots, the report 
accused the government of 
over-reacting by sending in 
troops to the south of the 
country. 

The report said the govern¬ 
ment used "collective punish¬ 
ment" against defenseless peo¬ 
ple during the riots. The report 
also talks' about alleged abuses 
during arrests of many citizens 
"who were held in custody with¬ 
out charges.” The number of 
those arrested reached 300 
persons. 

The organization said that iL 
received complaints about 
alleged tonure cases including 

Continued on page 3 
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talks set to resume in the 
middle of next month. 

Israel has built many Jew¬ 
ish neighborhoods in east 
Jerusalem over the last 30 
years, but a senior Palestin¬ 
ian official. Sa'eb Erakat, 
says this plan is different 
because it comes as the talks 
on Jerusalem's Future are 
about to begin and during a 
period when Israelis and Pal¬ 
estinians are supposed to be j 
working together for peace. [ 

It was not immediately j 
clear what sparked last Tucs- j 
Jay's shooting in Hizme. a 
village in which the interim 
peace agreements have left 
Palestinians responsible for 
civil affairs and Israelis in 
charge of security. Also 
unclear was the nature of the 
injuries, with the army say¬ 
ing those hurt were all shot, 
while villagers and hospital 
officials said two appeared to 
have been beaten. 

The army said the under¬ 
cover unit entered the vil¬ 
lage. then was surrounded by 
sione-lhrowing Palestinians 

Continued on page 3 
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Andrea Barrett is 
self-effacing about 
her work 




King Hussein chats with Netanyahu as Prince Hassan and Prime Minister Kabariti look 
on before official meetings were to start in Amman on Saturday 


Scientists report first 
Cloning of adult mammal 

By Thomas H. Maugh U 

Scottish scientists have for the 
first time cloned—-made an 
exact duplicate of—an adult 
mammal by inserting DNA 
from a single sheep cell into an 
egg, implanting it in a surrogate 
mother and raising it to 
adulthood. 

They now have a healthy. 7- 
monih-old sheep named Dolly 
and # six younger clones pro¬ 
duced the same way. 

The unprecedented feat was 
considered by many scientists 
to he impossible because of the 
technical difficulties involved 
in nurturing the DNA and 


prompting it to grow into an 
intact organism. 

Many more scientists have 
considered it 
an ethically 

dubious eoai _ ,, 

because "the 

achievement 1 m/ m \'W*T 

theoretically rr " * 

opens ihe D a n a 

door to cion- I I C xj v-J 

ing humans, 
a possibility 
fraught with 

moral ambiguities. Its achieve¬ 
ment seems likely to spark an 



intense debate about the ethics 
of genetic engineering research 
in humans. But 
experts agree that, 
however the debate 
fe&g g is resolved, the genie 

JS57 is irretrievably out 

™ of the bottle. 

x Based on the data 
| [ to be presented by 

embryologist Ian 
Wilmut and his col¬ 
leagues at the Roslin 
Institute in Roslin. Scotland, in 
last Thursday’s edition of the 


British journal Nature, experts 
said that virtually any compe¬ 
tent scientist should be able to 
reproduce the results. 

But the feat should also have 
marvelous applications in agri¬ 
culture and human medicine'as 
well. Researchers should, for 
example, quickly be able to 
done so-called super- 
producing cattle—cows that 
produce 40,000 pounds of milk 
per year instead of the more 
normal 30,000 pounds. 

Continued on page 2 

































































Messe Frankfurt’s halls of fame 


Providing companies the 
necessary venue to meet 


By Man-van Asraar 
Star Staff Writer 

FRANKFURT—People describe it as the greatest 
show on earth. That would not be an overstatement 
since it is arguably the most comprehensive consumer 
products event around. I am of course talking about 
the Ambiente. an annual event that was held between 
14 to ! 8 February by the Messe Frankfurt. 

The Messe. although famous for organizing trade 
events throughout the year, is the most impressive fair¬ 
ground. Indeed, you have to see to believe. 

Organized in 10 slab-structure balls, the event had 
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every conceivable item for the contemporary house¬ 
hold" It had everything from kitchenware to the nig. 
tire couch, the table lamp and the bed. But that is not 
all. The halls had sections about home accessories, 
decor, different types of furniture, from the classical (u 
the modem to clocks, jewelry and gifts. 

The Ambiente. German for ambience, is about mod¬ 
em Jiving, about style and quality. The event was cen¬ 
tered on consumer design, comfort and about how u« 
make the household into n home that is designed espe¬ 
cially for you and in many ways represents your char¬ 
acter. your feelings and your touch. 

These concepts were translated by the multitude of 
companies that took part in the 
- — - - - four-day event—about SI30 

■ companies in all. This is far 

higher than the previous year. 
What is interesting is that 2.5^2 
r B °f these were participants from 
overseas. The fair organizers say 
| that this figure is indicative of 

the view that Messe Frankfurt 
want their Ambiente to be truly 
4 international. The Tact that just 
_ about half of the companies are 
■ from Germany itself illustrates 
■r-the point that German industry in 
.. this field is very cimipefifiur. 

• •••**— r : . ^ *~V However, the fair" organizers are 
’ ... constantly seeking to attract 

more foreign participation. 

•fjz The *dca of the Ambiente is 

very simple, it brings together 
*• representatives from diifercnt 

•; Ky. corners of the globe to interact 
^2' and exchange ideas, to sign con* 

.• J /* tracts and deals at prices that 

"'Zif - '2 • i.jpiW they can afford. In this year's 
—* ’7** r ig l exhibition there were partici¬ 
pants from 87 countries from all 


> ■ -v * 
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yt 


the world's five continents—Australia. Asia. Africa. 
Europe and America. Countries from the East Asia puL 
a strong show of force with Japan leading a strong 
contingent of companies from Taiwan. India, Thailand 
and Jnpjn. 

From this part of the world only Jordan. United 
Arab Emirates, the Palestinian Territories and Israel 
participated. Although the last had 17 companies. Jor¬ 
dan is a regular participants in the show. This year it 
had six companies that took part. Jordan has partici¬ 
pated in ihe annual show for the Iasi four years. 

Messe Frankfurt's representative in Jordan is I. Til- 
kiwi and Sons Co. Its director Mr Mohammad AI Ttl- 
Ijwi says that one of the purposes of companies in 
attending the fair, especially from this pan of the 
world, is to gain international exposure, and interact 
with some oft he best concerns in the world. 

Because of the vasincss of each hall, you clearly 
need more time to look around. In all honesty- four 
dsivs arc not nearly quite enough to examine what's on 
display. Despite this fact many visited the event 

Openine from 9 am till 6 pm. visitors from all walks 
ot life came in throws in look at the variety of house¬ 
hold products that arc <>n display. Organizers estimate 
that the Ambiente this year attracted more than 
!2 U.ihio people who simply wanted to come and enjoy 
the rich atmosphere that was being displayed. 

This also means that the visitors were not nearly all 
busincs* people. A lot of people were there, of course, 
to establish contacts and sign deals w ith ocher mer- 
.chants, hut the Ambiente was also a social occasion. 
Ordinary people visited the Messe for sheer enjoy¬ 
ment. Aching limbs and feet did not stop them for it 
was an outinc- People for instance came from all over 
Germany and many other pans of lhe world. 

Everyone could be argued to have his favorite hall 
depending on his taste-. One of my favorites was the 
one that displayed picture frames, posters and draw¬ 
ings. It was interesting (<> see the different perspectives 
td art heini! displayed from different countries. I was 




The Messe Frankfurt tower.-At 256Smeters, it 
is the second tallest in Europe 

for instance introduced to what is called as “can art” 
from the L'K. The artists hit on the idea of-carving 
shapes and designs out of different cans like coca cola. 
or beer cans. These seemed simple yet totally original 
and very engaging to the eye. Indeed the comwsseur 
can spend hours gazing at a beautiful picture or some¬ 
thing our of the ordinary. 

Indeed, this is one of the objectives of the Messe 
Frankfurt organizers and that is to introduce variety 
and quality at the same time. Some have went as far as 
to accuse them of failing to allow enough companies, 
from particular geographical areas, but this is strongly - 
rejected saying ii was important to impose restrictions 
simply io maintain high quality and because the com¬ 
panies that want to participate in the event are increas¬ 
ing rapid!v every year. ■ 
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Indian promotion week seeks to boost 
economic ties with Jordan 


AMMAN (Star)— "The Indo- 
Jordan Trade Promotion 
Week" proved a wide success, 
as numerous Jordanian busi¬ 
nessmen visited the event at 
the Indian Embassy in Amman. 

• The promotion week was 
opened Ijm Sunday by the 
Indian Ambassador to Jordan. 
Mr Gujtyiun Wakandar who 
hoped that such events will 
boost the bilateral business 
relations between Jordan and 
India. 

The success of the last years 
promotion week which 
attracted the Jordanian busi¬ 
ness sector in Jordan, "encour¬ 
aged the Indian Embassy to 
hold the current one." Mr Wak¬ 
andar told a press conference 
early this week. 

lndo-Jordanian trade is gov¬ 
erned by an agreement signed 
in 1976. under which a Trade 
and Economic Joint Committee 
promotes and monitors the 
progress. The Agreement 
signed in Amman in 1976 
replaced the earlier agreement 
of 1963. U was initially valid 
£>r five years but now is auto¬ 
matically renewal yearly. 
Under the terms of the agree¬ 
ment, so far seven lndo- 
Jordanian Trade and Economic 
Joint Committee meetings have 
been held, the last being in 
Amman in March 1996. 

- "Over the years, the trade 
-between the two countries have 
grown rapidly. Although the 
balance of trade has been in 
favor of Jordan, during the last 
few years. 

Indian exports have also 
shown encouraging progress.” 
said Mr Sanjay Panda. Second 
Secretary and the Charge 
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Wakandar 


d‘Affairs of inc Indian 
Embassy in Amman. 

The total bilateral trade in 
1995 was S233 million. India's 
exports to Jordan which were 
only $7 million 1988 went up 
to $70 million in 1995 . a 10- 
fold increased in just seven 
years. As per provisional fig¬ 
ures, Indian exports to Jordan 
have registered a further 15 
percent increase in 1996. ”As 
per projections, the bilateral 
trade figures -arc expected to 
reach the $300 million mark 
with the commissioning of the 
joint venture." Panda said. 

He added that the phos¬ 
phoric acid produce of the 
Indo-Jordan Chemicals - Co., 
will entirely go to India in line 
with the M-year buy-bnek 


arrangement. 

Since 1990-91. India 
became the number one 
importer for Jordan, In 
the non-oil category. 
Jordan tops the list ot 
exporters to India from 

a the Middle East, relegat¬ 
ing Iraq to the second 
position. The main 
items of India's imports 
from Jordan arc rock 
: phosphate*, potash and 

DnP. India exports to 
Jordan wlieal rice. 

; heavy machinery, labor¬ 

atory equipment, engi¬ 
neering goods, hand 
• tools, automobiles, auto 

" spare parts, frozen meat. 

...;J soybean meal, explo- ? 
-ives. bulk drugs and j 
t.'\ -&ii : basic chemicals. i 

As part of Jordan's I 
appreciation of India's j 
importance as a trading i 
and industrial partner, j 
and to olf-sct the adverse bal- I 
ante of trade, the Kingdom 
awarded a number of projects 
to leading Indian companies, 
notable among which were the 
construction of three fly-over 
projects worth $ 14 million in 
Amman and a $4 million rail¬ 
way workshop project at 
Aqaba. A prestigious concrete 
highway project worth nearly 
$110 million was also imple¬ 
mented by an Indian construc¬ 
tion company. Another Indian 
company. Mrs RITES India 
Ltd. provided technical assis¬ 
tance to JonJan against three 
separate contracts with the 
Aqaba Railway Corp.. between 
1980 and 1988. 

A significant achievement in 
the lndo-Jordanian relations 
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lots of bargains, surprises & free give aways! 

(this sale runs from February 25th - March 20thJ 

Jordan Design St Trade Center ^ 

Noor A! Hussein Foundation \ & 

Tel. 699141/2 Opening hours 8:00 AM - 700 PM 1 V^* 

[Off Wladl Saqra Street, between King Abdullah Gardens & Safeway, 2nd right after gas slaUonl 


has been the signing of u jo ini 
venture agreement between the 
Southern Petrochemical Indus¬ 
tries Company Ltd.. < SPICi ot 
India and the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Co iJPMC) for setting 
up j $ 160.5 million phosphoric 
acid plant .it Shidiyeh in South 
Jordan. The joint venture. Indo- 
Jordan Chemical Company 
<IJCC» i> evpeeled to vmn pro¬ 
duction early this year The 
joint venture agreement pro- 
\ ide- for an 11-year buy-back 
I utility by India of the annual 

production uf 2»K».tl0t» MT of 
phosphoric acid. * 


Released 

prisoners 

Continued from page 1 

expressed their thanks to the 
Kuwaiti Emir for this humane 
decision. 

Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kaburili received a message on 
Monday from Kuwait's Crown 
Prince and Premier, Sheikh 
Sa'ad AI Abdullah AI Sabah. 
Although no specific details 
were available, unconfirmed 
sources said that the message 
dealt with the release of a num¬ 
ber of other Jordanian prisoners 
and the reduction of sentences 
against others. The freed prison¬ 
ers are: Jihad Tawfiq Ibrahim 
Issa. Riyadh Fuad Shaker Ali. 
Hosni Mahmoud Hasson Huss¬ 
ein, Abed Ma'zouz Ahmed 
Mustafa. Ali Ghazi Mahmoud 
AI Sayed. Ahmed Mohammed 
Ahmed Hanoon. Walid Hass an 
Mohammed Karaki. Dawoud 
Sulaiman Mousa, Hassan 
Ahmed Hasson AI Khalili and 
Mohammed Mahmoud Ahmed 
Zahran. 

The prisoners were moved to 
a rehabilitation center Tuesday 
to be readied for deportation. 
Most will be arriving in Jordan 
early next week, sources said. ■ 


AAM holds 
conference 
in Amman 
with feast 
of music 

THE 14th Conference of 
the Arab Academy of 
Music. lAAM) is faking 
place in 5-5 March under 
the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. The 
event is otganized by the 
National Music Conserva¬ 
tory of the Noor AI Huss¬ 
ein Foundation and the 
Ministry of Culture. Dele¬ 
gation from all member 
countries in the Arab 
League are also partici¬ 
pating in the conference. 
A full working agenda is 
on schedule. Discussions 
are centering on the 
bylaws of the academy, 
the annual report, means 
or developing and expand¬ 
ing the Arab Music Maga¬ 
zine of the AAM and the 
budget of the Academy. 

The program of the 
conference also includes 
the Second Music Arab 
Rostrum during which 
artists fro erf Arab coun¬ 
tries will present authen¬ 
tic Arab Music from their 
own countries The Ros¬ 
trum is held in coopera¬ 
tion with International 
Music Council of 
UNESCO. Many unique 
concerts are being held 
daring the conference. On 
Tuesday 3 March Jorda¬ 
nian Rida Murtada will 
lead the NMC orchestra 
in performing Haydn’s 
Symphony no 102 and 
Beethoven’s Symphony 
no 2. 

The Arab Music 
Ensemble of the Cairo 
Opera House will per¬ 
form on 3-4 March at the 
Palace of Culture of the 
AI Hussein Sports City. 
The Arab Music Ensam- 
hle of the NMC wiU also - 
be giving a performance. 
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Netanyahu, Hussein talk 


Continued from page 1 

ides along the past months. 

The Jordaniait-Jsraeli rela¬ 
tions between had its agenda 
too. King Hussein. Crown 
Prince Hasson and Prime Min¬ 
ister Abdel Karim AI Ksbariti 
discussed bilateral issues with 
Netanyahu who was accom- 
paned by a delegation of 
Israeli experts in" different 
fields. like water, energy, 
economy, including his 'aids 
Dore Gold and Danny Naveh. 

The talks focussed on 
reviewing the status of various 
projects, including water and 
energy ventures as well as 
trade and transpordon. 

Tbs King said that he had 
"extinsive talks on all matters 
‘related to our bilateral reb- 
irons. what was achieved so 
far and what will be achieved 
in the times a head." he added 
that "what wc nave resolved to 
do is to lift all barriers." 

Netanyahu expressed opti¬ 
mism on the ftmire of Che Jor¬ 
dan Rift Valley. "! see a great 
future for Israel and Jordan, 
along the Jordan Rift Valley, 
the valley of peace, the Aqaba- 
Eilat basin." the King said ref- 
fering to the Jordanians-lsraeli 
development plans in the 
valley. 

Observers believe that the 
key bilateral issue was Israeli 
willingness to forgo the estab¬ 
lishment of an Aqaba-Eilar air¬ 
port. and agree that it was 
more feasible that interna¬ 
tional airport be built solely in 
Aqaba with special arrange¬ 
ment to be made for Israel. 

During the joint press con¬ 
ference, the King expressed 
hopes that the dealocked Syr- 
ian-Israeli talks "will resume 
before long to achieve the 
objective that is clear to all of 
us." The King stressed that he 
is ready to help in that regard. 

On his side, the Israeli pre- 
meir said he was seeking to 
resume peace talks with Syria 
through the mediation of the 


United States. "I hope that the 
coming weeks will result is 
demonstarting whether Syria is 
interested in resuming the 
talks." 

Observers believe that the 
Israeli leader might have 
hoped his visit to Amman 
would provide a respite from 
at least one of the political 
storms brewing at home. 

Under pressure from rightist 
members of his coalition to 
proceed with (be Har Horan 
plan and from Palestinians and 
other Arabs to stop it* Netan¬ 
yahu also is beset by-specula¬ 
tion here about his role, if any, 
in a growing scandal over pos¬ 
sible” corruption in his govern¬ 
ment's appointment last month 
of an attorney general. 

Netanyahu has denied 
wrongdoing. But given the 
troubles facing him. an edito¬ 
rial in the daily newspaper 
Maariv noted Sunday. "One 
should hope that Prime Minis¬ 
ter Benjamin Netanyahu won’t 
ask King Hussein today for 
political asylum." 

For the last month, police 
have been investigating allega¬ 
tions that senior officials in 
Netanyahu's office conspired 
to appoint an attorney general 
who would reduce pending 
criminal charges against a 
political ally. The attorney 
general. lawyer Roni Bar-On, 
resigned less than a day after 
taking office. 

After a warning by police 
last week that his statements 
on the matter could be used 
against him. Netanyahu hired a 
lawyer over the weekend who 
immediately mounted a spir¬ 
ited media campaign to defend 
his new client. 

“I am not representing a 
lonely man. I am representing 
a very self-confident man." 
Yaakov Weinrot told Israel’s 
Army Radio in one of several 
interviews. "He is certain the 
police will prove his innocence 
in this investigation." ■ 




Invitation for Local and International 
Consultants 

Jordan Investment Corporation (JIC) and Jordan Export Development 
and Commercial Centers Corporation are planning to establish u Jordan. 
International Fair”. 

The Main objective for establishing is to provide facilities . to 
accommodate local, regional and international exhibitions that lake place 
in Jordan. 

This Project is based on BOO or BOOT. 

As such, consultant with experience in this field cordially invited to 
receive terms of reference (TOR) from our offices as indicated here below 
and no later than - 15/3/1997. 

Jordan Investment Corporation - 

P.O.Box. 3294Amman-Jordan 

Fax No. 962 6 816915 " .v 


Kick the Habit! 
Stop Smoking! 
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An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan Al Asmar 


Let me hold your arm. 
The wind may sweep me 
away'! 
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Mjalti is favored in JLA’s elections 

■ Incumbent President oF 

Jordan's Lawyers 

Association (JLA; Hussein 
Mjalli will be standing for 
re-election on 7 March. He is 
being challenged by three 
other contestants; Saleh Al 
Armouli. Zuhdi Al Oisi and 
Omar Dumra. However, it is 
thought that Mjalli would be 
re-elected because of the 
wide body of support he has 
among JLA members. The 
Fatah movement. for 
instance, is reported to be 
giving the nationalist "Valli 
candidate its support. About 

50 other candidates will be standing for the JLA‘s 
10 -member executive council. 

An American university in Jordan 

■ Jordan's first American university will be built in 
- Aqaba. The project received the Ministry of Higher 

Education's seal of approval and a site for its location on 
the southern coast of Aqaba has already been chosen. 
The body behind the decision to set up an American 
university in Aqaba was the Higher Council for Science 
and Technology. It is stressed that once established, the 
university would offer specializations related to the needs 
of the region. 

An alliance with a Baathist touch 

■ First it was the right, then 
the center, now it is the 
nationalists or the Baathists 
to he more precise. Baathists 
forces ore on the verge of 
forming a new Jordanian 
National Democratic Action 
From that would include 
parties pf the Baath 
Socialist. Baath Progressive, 
and National Work. The 
Land Party would also 
become a member. At the 
moment negotiations are 
still underway being Haddadin 
spearheaded by Lower 

House deputy Khalil 
Haddadin. who himself is an old Baathist 

Corruption cases uncovered 

■ A number of corruption and mismanagement cases has 
been uncovered at the Aqaba Free Zone involving the 
embezzclment of hundreds of thousands of dinars in duty 
funds. The official figure is that ID 750,000 have been 
rechanneled into private pockets, but the figure could be 
as high as JD 3 million. It is believed that up to 12 people 
werefinvolved in the scam, seven of them are employees 
of the Zerqa Customs Office located in the free zone. The 
anti-corruption squad is still investigating the case. The 
culprits forged official customs documents, fn one case 
dirty on a latest Mercedes car was estimated at 230 His 
when it should not be less than JD 30,000. 

Law to limit custody 

■ Hail public liberties! Lower House deputies are calling 
for a new law that would make it illegal for the holding 
of ordinary citizens in custody for more than 24-hours 
without charging them. The 23 deputies say that many 
violations have occurred in the past especially by the 
Ministry of Interior and that this is one way to tighten the 
law and protect public liberties. Although only 23 
deputies are behind the petition, there seems to be a 
growing consensus from all sides under the dome. The 
petition for the law was signed by Islamic Action Front 
and other deputies. These included Lhe speaker of the 
Lower House. Saad Hayel AI Sroor. Jamal AI Khrcisha. 
Mohammad Abu Elaira. Nazih Amareen. Nader Abu 
Shaar. Bader At Rahadeh. Mifleh AT Lowzi and Bassam 
Haddadin. The const!tution allows the Lower House to 
initiate such Laws, but before they are accepted they 
have to go to a special committee in the Lower House 
und then presented to the government which would then 
draw up a draft law and present it hack to Parliament for 
full discussion. 

Thank God for television! 

■ Television is a more powerful medium than we 
originally thought. Figures released by the Public 
Statistics DepL. show that the majority of Jordanians 
receive their news from television rather than radio. = 
About two-thirds (64 percent) of those polled said they 
never listen to news on radio, whether local or other Arab 
stations. The figures rise further to 75 percent among 
females and 71 "patent among males. However, it was 
found that more than 70 percent of those polled receive 
their news from television. This figure increases to 80 
percent among the holders of university degrees. 

Statistics, statistics 

■ This week it's all go. Statistics are falling all over the 
ntace We suddenly find that we have 165 advisors in the 

Government. Not very much, one may conclude, since we 

have a big government and a lot of ministries to take care 
of According to Al Bilad , for instance. 14 of these 
advisors are in the Prime Ministry alone. Again not 
much it may be argued since there is a lot of ground that 
needs to he covered. And quite right too. but some say 
[L, a number or these don’t hold the necessary 
lifieaiions for these sorts of jobs. Now. If that is true 
then it would be bad management.. 

Women for by-elections ... 

■ isn't it wonderful to have more women participate in 
* s rtlinirv 's political life. About 10 women have stood 
S? 2?municipal elections, that was held yesterday. 26 
Sln.irv Final results are not yet out but it will be 
^String w see how many seats they will win. We 

. 6 hive one woman mayor. Iman Falaftah. who 
ajready a elections. She represents Al Wahudneh 

district inMtfw Ajloun govemoraie. 


Rains bring promise but 
take their toll as well 


AMMAN—-A cold from usher¬ 
ing rain and snow began io 
recede by mid-wcck hut mu 
before leaving three school-age 
children dead. The storm was 
good news lu Jordanian fann¬ 
ers, promising a good agricultu¬ 
ral season. Dams across the 
count rv reached near lull 
capacity and the flood gales of 
King Talal Dam were opened 
for the first time in years to get 
rid of sediments and polluted 
water and take in fresh rain 
water. 

Tile Water Authority said the 
rains wilt help Teed under¬ 
ground reservoirs und aquifers. 

Three children—ages 8. 10 
and 12. were swept away by 
flash Hoods in the Amman area 
while (hey were on their way to 
school on Sunday. Maha, Id. 
fell imo a flooded river bed in 
West Amman und her body 
was still missing early Wednes¬ 
day. Large rescue operation hv 
Civil Defence workers aiv still 
going on. Earlier reports sug¬ 
gested the girl was found. Two 
Suhub area children, a boy and 
girl, were swept away by Hood 
water as they iricd to cross to 


lhe other side. Their htidies 
were lomul five kilometers 
-way. 

The Cixil Defence learn were 
kept busy as a rest*It of lur.o \ 
rainfall throughout the King¬ 
dom. Ruin, log und lurt- 
kilomclcr/houf winds inter¬ 
rupted power supply jiiJ closed 
roads in some areas. Parts par¬ 
ticularly ulTccicd xv ere luu 
areas and those near streams 

Civil Defence Dept. sources 
said they dealt uiih more than 
4tm accidents m (lie Kingdom 
since the beginning ol the 

week. 

Official sources reported that 
dams had reached more ihjn SO 
percent of their capacity The 
Wadi Shucih dam whose capac¬ 
ity is 1,43rt million mhic 
meters w.r. completely lull, 
while King T.il.d J.un i> more 
than So percent full. 

Amman Mayor MainJmth Al 
Ahbudi saiJ that his team ot 
xxinkers managed to coiilml the 
■.iiuiiitwi Me said :h it emer¬ 
gency centers dial xieic set i:p 
were :ihwc tlun adequate to 
deal with any emergency or 
accident. 



Anani 


Showering in rain, Amman this week 


.s.iti-.x i.-U in Jiticicnt areas 
>>! .he Kingdom reaching 30 
cm ;n Aii.Mii mountains. Light 
•flow at-.o .vil in West Amman 

anj Iri S-.veileh. Shuhjk. 
T.iu.lcr and Kaiak But roads 
tent.mvd open in most ol 

these areas 

Sources al the Ministry of 


Agriculture said that the rain¬ 
fall will have a positive affect 
on the summer crops and pro¬ 
duce particularly olives. 

However, in the southern 
Ghor region, the 60-kilometer/ 
hour winds damaged banana 
plantations and other crops 
were badly affected ■ 


Confrontation looks imminent 
between government and JEA 


AMMAN (Star)—In spile of 
the cold weather, rain and 
hail, about 4(H) engineers 
staged a sel-in in from of the 
Ministry of Housing and Pub¬ 
lic Works demanding pay 
increases early this week. The 
demonstration was organized 
by the Jordanian Engineers 
Association (JEA) in a show 
of support of about 2300 pub¬ 
lic sector engineers, who arc 
demanding a ISO percent 
increase on their basic 
monthly salaries of JD 150. 
The government said it has 
agreed to an increase in 
allowances by 120 percent. 
The set-in was the first step 
of an escalation program, 
launched by the JAE's gen¬ 
eral assembly. 

By its industrial action the 
JEA seeks to force the gov¬ 
ernment to implement the 
articles of the Memorandum 
of Understanding, reached 
between the government and 
JEA, three months ago. 





© ~ 


JEA demonstration outside the Ministry of Public Works, 
last Saturday. Industrial action likely to continue. 


The engineers also demand 
promotion to higher levels on 
lhe public level employee 
scale. The ministerial commit- 


the memo, ihc hnesi was 
Monday last week. The nego¬ 
tiations reached a deadlock 
cm ilic sticking point of a 


tec which wav established for * monthly allowance. 


that regard held .several meet¬ 
ings with the JEA io discuss 
implementing the articles of 


Prime Minister Abdel 
Karim Al Kabariii insists that 
the government is sticking to 


Showdown expected over 
Jerusalem decision 


Continued from page 1 

and fired in self-defense. Vil¬ 
lagers said the three soldiers, 
dressed in civilian clothes, 
entered Hizme in an apparent 
search for a suspect, then heal 
one young man and shot and 
killed his fat her-in-1 aw before 
wounding others. 

Ali Mutlaq Salahcddin. 46. 
said he was shot in ihc leg 
while trying to persuade (he 
Israelis not io shnul his 
nephew. Hamzi Naif Muba¬ 
rak. 22, who was being held 
face-down on lhe ground 
behind his home. 

“I said in Hebrew. There's 
no problem. Let him (be) free 
and just leave here.'" Sala¬ 


hcddin said, as he sal on a 
pad in his home several hours 
after the incixlem. his band¬ 
aged. bloodied leg strcichcd 
oul before him. Bui he said 
that when he approached the 
men. raising his hands over 
his head, they fired, hitting 
him in Ihc knee. 

Salahcddin said lhe man 
killed was Mubarak's father- 
in-law. Muhmnnied Abdul 
Aziz Hilnxti. 5b. who xvas 
shiil in hnih legs, apparently 
as he ion iricd in help his 
son-in-law. And several vil¬ 
lagers. including Salahcddin. 
said they saw one of the three 
Israelis silling on IJilu’.w'.x 
back as the man lay hurl on 
the uround. 


Jnin.ia Mmnxxeli. 42. said 
he suv. the soldier speaking 
imo a w.tlkie-ulkie as he sal 
astride Hilaxvi. saying, in 
Hebrew. "I have a criminal 
here." Mumuch sjid Hilawi 
uj> ihen carried lo an army 
jeep and may have been 
injured further when the vehi¬ 
cle lurched backward, pinning 
his legs between the vehicle 
anil a rock behind it. 

Hi lav. i dieJ a short lime 


conditions of the memo. 

Minister of Public Works 
and Housing, Abdel Hadi Al 
Majali. who headed the mini¬ 
sterial committee which nego¬ 
tiated with tbe engineers criti¬ 
cized the set-in. describing it 
as "illegal" and ■■undemo¬ 
cratic’'. He said that the "gov¬ 
ernment implemented most of 
the articles in the memoran¬ 
dum of understanding.” add¬ 
ing that "our doors are open 
for a constructive dialogue 
with the engineers." 

The engineers argue that 
"the main poims of the memo¬ 
randum. which include an 
increase in the basic salary 
and promotions were not 
implemented by the govern¬ 
ment." said Mr Husni Abu 
Ghaida. vice president of the 
JEA. 

The engineers arc to hold 
another set-in in front of the 
Prime Ministry on Saturday, 
if the govemmem does not 
yield to their demands. ■ 

later at Jerusalem’s Hadassah 
Hospital. 

Officials at Ramallah Hos¬ 
pital said two or those 
involved in the incident were 
beaten, including Mubarak 
and a woman identified as 
Ahir Muhammcd Abdul Aziz. 
Both were released after 
being treated. 

Israeli Defense Minister 
Yitzhak Mordecai. Israeli tel¬ 
evision news reported, sought 
to calm the situation, clearly 
aware that the shooting could 
heighten tensions. The 
defense minister was said to 
have instructed military lead¬ 
ers to convey "calming mes¬ 
sages” to the Palestinian , 
Authority in the wake of the 
incident. ■ 
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Economic upturn on 
the way argues Annani 

Continued from page 1 

free zone in tbe whole r - ^-• - • —-g- •- ■: 

region. j^. 

Dr Anani, who was 
a member or the Jor- 
daman peace delega- 
lion, said Jordan has fcL ~ 

been witnessing an 
important economic 
transformation that 
has not been high- T 

lighted well enough. 

transition to a corpo- 

rate economy from W 

an individually con- 

trolled one means V X 

that Jordan has ■ ‘J 

created an invest- Ana ~; 

ment environment. 

He said that the era or 

foreign aid was over and that historical dependence on 
aid was a mere coincidence and not a rule. 

Dr Anani said that for Jordanians the biggest prob¬ 
lem now is the lack of liquidity, but added that the sta¬ 
bility of tbe dinar is tbe most important asset for the 
country. He predicted that prices of construction raw 
material will go down by 20 percent Ibis year because 
of a decrease in construction activity. But he said tbe 
construction sector could see growth as or next year. 

He said Jordan needed large investment projects to 
absorb excess labor and reduce unemployment adding 
that the labor situation in Jordan was puzzling. Dr 
Anani said the labor force in Jordan totalled 1 million, 
about 50 percent of which is employed by the public 
sector including tbe military. But he added that the pri¬ 
vate sector depends mostly on expatriate labor. 

Dr Anani called Tor the rehabilitation and training of 
the unemployed by focusing on new professions and 
skills especially that measures are being adopted to 
decrease the size of the public sector. 

He said if recovery is measured by an increase in 
production, reduction of deficit and increase in foreign 
currency reserves, then such a recovery is not expected 
to lake place in 1997 because these indicators and oth¬ 
ers have all been improving over the last four years. 

He said what Is heeded is for the government to 
adopt measures to facilitate the way for new investors 
especially those who have projects that will depend on 
labor. But he added that did not expect an end to lhe 
dinar liquidity problem and a drop in interest rates. Dr 
Anani stressed lhe need to open new export markets 
especially in North Africa and increase trade with Iraq 
and the GCC countries. He also hoped trade will 
increase with the Palestinian areas. ■ 


Human 

rights 


Continued from page 1 

"beatings, nail pulling and mus¬ 
tache pulling by pincers, and 
verbal insults." The report 
added that “the heads of several 
detained political leaders were 
shaved despite the fact that there 
were no charges against them." 

The organization asked for an 
investigation committee to sludy 
cases of "some persons belong¬ 
ing to Islamic groups who were 
tortured.*' 

Concerning freedom of 
expression, the report said while 
the country witnessed relative 
openness regarding freedom of 
expression, laws were still in 
need of liberalization. 

The report claimed that the 
govemmem became intolerant 
or the ‘’other opinion." 

Regarding the weekly press, 
the report claimed that the gov¬ 
ernment used the Press and Pub¬ 
lication Law to punish 
journalists. 

The report claimed that 
authorities withdrew passports 
from some citizens and refused 
to renew others. 

Some Arab journalists who 
were invited to participate in 


seminars in Jordan were denied 
entry to the country. 

Concerning people's right to 
work, the report claimed that 
security authorities continued to 
deny people the right to work. 
The case of Hahis Al Zo'bi. 
whose appointment to the Jor¬ 
dan Petroleum Refinery Co. 
was denied because the General 
Intelligence Dept., refused to 
give him a "good moral charac¬ 
ter certificate." 

At the end of its report the 
AOHR said it welcomed the 
Royal message to the govern¬ 
ment to close the file of bread 
issues and lo work on an 
amnesty to release the rest of 
those detained. However, the 
organization "noticed that Ihc 
government is hesitant about 
implementing the (Royal| tel¬ 
ler. hence the repercussions of 
the events continue." ■ 
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Under the Patronage of Her Majesty Queen NoorAI Hussein 

The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
in cooperation with the Ministry of Culture 
will host 

The 14th Conference of the Arab Academy of Music (Arab League) 
and the 2nd Arab Music Rostrum (International Music Council - UNESCO) 
The Royal Cultural Centre 
Amman, 3-5 March 1997 


occasion 


■ 7 •T . 


Al Noor Medical Establishment opened its new exhibi¬ 
tion in Amman, Al Farid Bldg., this week. The exhibi¬ 
tion oiTers a selection of latest medical equipment 
including electronic and digital blood pressure, diabetics 
and asthma measurement instruments, ft also has a 
selection of wheel chairs, air matresses. massage equip¬ 
ments, medical stockings, corsets among others. It also 
has a variety of health and fitness machines. The estab¬ 
lishment supplies local hospitals with different medical 
needs and equipment under the supervision of its techni¬ 
cal engineers. 


INVITING TRADERS & BUSINESSMEN 
to visit the 

(Dubai Shopping ‘festival '97 

We provide reservations and entry visas lu the 
United Arab Emirates 


MOMPASA GROUP OF COMPANIES 
Located at: Al-Masri Company lor Businessmen 
Services Bldg, at the opposite of The Ministry of Trade 
and Industry Behind Concord Cinema ( Suite JO } 


THE DEBUT OF JORDANIAN CONDUCTOR RIDA MURTADA 
performing Haydn's Symphony No. 102 and Beethoven's Symphony No. 2 with 
THE ORCHESTRA OF THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY 
Monday, 3 March 1997 - 8:00 p.m. 

The Royal Cultural Centre - Main Theatre 

_JfDT__ 

IN JORDAN FOR THE FIRSTTIME 
ARAB MUSIC ENSEMBLE of EGYPT 
SaJah Ghobashi, conductor 
Tuesday 4 and Wednesday 5 March 1997 - 8:00 p.m. 

> : r . .Al Hussein Sports City - Palace of Culture 

f - : JO 7,5 and 3 

"vfe'J.* - Visit the MUSIC EXHIBITION organized by the National Music Conservatory at the 
, - l^aI Cultural Centre from 3-5 March 1997 (instruments, CDs, cassettes and publications). 



Tickets available at: 

- Alahlia Abela Superstore, tel 68B481 

- AJissar Flowers, tel 5527695 
-Artisan a, teL 647858 

- Babiche. tel. 66 1322 

- Caffe Moka.teJ. 856285 

- Musk: Box, tel. 815745 


- Philadelphia Book Gallery, tel. 605861 

- Radisson SAS Hotel Amman, teL 607100 

- Romero Restaurant, teL 644227 

-Safeway,tel.685311 

-The Royal Cultural Centre.tel.669026 
-The National Music Conservatory,tel 687620 


- In cooperation with - 

ROYMJORDANIAN 6CZ&S 


Radisson J^T 
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MIDDLE BAST HOTEL 


_^- ^. B a T g-TnPv-«s- ,iu '; sel managers and design. This would mean 
are saying that *h ,s shouid noi happen greater professionalism. She added ihai what is 


costume designer. 

So professional* in the business know that 


One way out could be the state to play a mure 
active role in encouraging the arts. H 


Saturday night at the crypt. 






















4THESTAR 


27 FEBRUARY 1 


LURIE’S l 

, % V 

.^T 




if 



fcJMffW 


/ m 

i -r x 




'z=z&iMm 




•CMioffitMrmM w T w»n 


"Here. Boris -1 brought you some chicken soup!' 
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Inching towards a showdown 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister Benyamin Netanyahu is once again pushing the region 
into a state of spasmodic tension with his decision this week to give the-go ^idto 
building a Jewish settlement in East Jerusalem. But that s to be expend. As Israel 
and the* Palestinians move closer to the beginning of f}™ ] 

will include the fate of occupied Jerusalem, the Israeli leadership is geanng up tor a 
full-fledged campaign to stake its right to what it sees as its eternal and indivisible 

^TheArabs on the other hand, are not even ready for a skirmish! Ii would be wrung 
to say that Jerusalem is Arafat's problem. It would foolish for the Arabs to settle po¬ 
litical scores between themselves when the identity of Jerusalem is at stake. 

Jordan is probably the onlv Arab country that sees the looming danger and the 
heavy price that we are required to pay if the issue of Jerusalem is not resolved 
peaceful I v and justly. It is not an exaggeration that Jerusalem now symbol zls the 
ra spirit' of peace in the Middle East. The emotional attachement that l>mc) si « 
towards the Holy City is indeed matched by the Arab people. Muslims and Lhnstia^ 
alike In effect the juduization of Jerusalem will blow to pieces the >hake> agree¬ 
ments reached between Israel and the Palestinians. If that happens, then anything can 

happen in this troubled region. 

Let us note the following: ... i . ■ 

The United States, the self-proclaimed honest broker and self-appointed adminis¬ 
trator of the Middle East peace porcess. has not made a move to stop Israel s latest 
violation of the agreements signed regarding settlements, land grab and the juadaiza- 

The so-called international eommunitv. svmbolized by the once domineering Se¬ 
curity Council, has also opted to ignore the grave violations of the Israeli government 
for fear that any strong condemnation of Israel might jeopardize the peace process. 

The Arab world has done nothing to register its objection to what is going on in the 
Holy City. No calls for an Arab summit, no pressure on Europe and other friends to 


intervene. 


Israelis falls through, so will they. The PNA is not reauy in ngm io. jciu^uc... ov- 

cause it does not have the strength in do it. . . ... 

But Mr Netanavhu knows this already. He can count on America s sell- 
incriminating silence, and on Arab divisions and total uselessness and on the PNA s 
vulnerability. The only thing that Mr Netanyahu tears is the Palestinian backlash 
And that backlash will be coming for sure because Palestinians the only real liters in 
this diabolic series of events. They stand to l«.se their land, their homes, their identity 
and their source of life. They will not fight for Arafat, or for the Arabs .»r I nr any¬ 
thing other than their right t<» live. M 
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Rabin’s peace and Netanyahu’s process: 

Two sides of the 
same coin 
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The Arafat trade mark! PNA leader Yassir Arafat kisses Russian President Boris Yeltsin ' 
on the forehead prior to their talks in Moscow last week. Mr Arafat was on a two-day vis 
to the Russian capital Moscow. 
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By Professor nasecr H. aruri 

THERE IS a new conventionj! _ 

wisdom emerging about the Mid- 
die East peace process: Benjamin 
Neianvnhu is a hindrance to peace. ~ 

Adherents lo the now circulating 
self-evident truth include intenu- ~-= j 
lional business people, their politi- 
cat counterparts i known nowadays ? 
as globalisesI. liberal US common- 
tutors. Arab officials. EU leaders. *=p 

American Jewish leaders and lor- Jft 

mer top US officials in ihe Bush. §4 

Reagan and Carter adminisira- J| 

lions. Even President Clinton. 

who had thus far behaved in aceor- 
dance with the assumption lh.il !■*- S|g|il|g 
rue I cun do no wrong, has hinted figg? 
Chai alt is not well with ihe “peace 1 

process.” His mild rebuke coin- 
tided with the much stronger H8g£ 
statements by James Baker. Law- 
rencc Eag'lehurger. Zbigniew ■||||| 

Br/e/inski. Cvnis Vance and nth- jMf.;?, - 
! ers. accusing Netanyahu ol under- 
| mining Israel’s "security and US in- 
I tercsts. And yet. he insured that 
[ his remarks did not represent an e||9b|| 
! open scolding lo Israel as much as ' 

ihcv appeared to counsel "b'oih 
parties” not to "pre-empt the out- 
come” of final negotiations. _ 
j An tinderh mg assumption ol 
: ihis verdict against Netanyahu by 
' (he distinguished jury is that a 
! peace process, which begun in |||yj|pl 
197K at Camp David <when Vance WKgM 
. was Secretary of State and Br/e- IljMj; 
' zinski was National Security \d- gffiJU 
i visort. “tumbled shortly jltcr-varu. IgjjjgJ 
j resurrected and line-tuned in 1““1 
I bv James Baker and colleagues in 
• ihe Bush administration, and then ol feted 
] to Clinton lor blessing in I 1 *)?, has been 
j viable until the initiation of Netanyahu's 
; tunnel and settlements policies in Oci-ibci 
and December I'Wh. A correlate :h;* 
assumption is that Netanyahu ha- deputed 
; from the "enlightened path -*i P.abir. and. 

; Peres, thus endangering the "peace r»ri>- 

I vess”. . . 

I How valid is this emerging ihesis H' > a 
j valid is Netanyahus' own position that his 
; policies conform with Oslo l and Oslo 11.’ 
j What were the parties' own perception* i*t 
; Oslo 1 and II? 


1 Labor and Likud—what difference? 

i Since the inception of this peace pro- 
• — |07S Ol 1993—Rabin and Perys has 

; not embraced a radically ditlerent "pcjec 
from that pursued by Begin. Shanur and 
1 now Netanyahu. The conventional wi*- 
1 dom that Netanyahu has derailed Rabin s 
I peace train and injured its most prominent 
; passenger. Arafat, stands in contradiction 
; with the realities of Israeli politics: Irre¬ 
spective of party label. Israel exclude* Pal- 
’ cstinian sovereignty, removal of the scitlc- 
] tnenl. negotiating Jerusalem. and 
I Palestinian repatriation, 
i Limited autonomy constitutes Israel’s 
i alternative to sovereignty, and was first 
adopted bv the Knesset in !*■" and 
dubbed the' Begin Plan, the centerpiece of 
Likud's Camp David. It also became the 
essence of Labor's Oslo agreements, albeit 
in a more limited form than Begin's auton¬ 
omy. and a far cry from Carter's and Sa¬ 
dat's "full autonomy". Labor s Allon 
Plan, based on the classical Zionist doc¬ 
trine of “separation." was sufficiently 
adapted to Likud's "mixture of popula¬ 
tion"’. in as much as that mixture now 
translates into cantonization. 

Under Oslo II. Palestinians in the West 
Bank and in Gaza are enclave residents 
“separated" from Israel, but part ot a great¬ 
er Israel. They are separated from settle¬ 
ments. from Jerusalem, from each other 
within the West Bank and Gaza- and ren¬ 
dering the two occupied region separate 
from each other, and from the Palestinians 
in the Diaspora. The fragmentation is now 
becoming social, economic, physical, and 
regional, despite Oslo’s provision of a sin¬ 
gle unit. 

" The Hebron model presages deeper frag- 
, mentation and sets a precedent for canton- 
izing. Netanyahu's insistence on re¬ 
negotiating Oslo II on Hebron hardly puts 
a dent on the already signed and sealed 
scheme of that city's partition, allocating 
the core to the 400 Jewish settlers while 
rendering the 120.000 Palestinians to the 
periphery. 

The December )996 Hebron agreement 
has only minimized Netanyahu s attempt 
to re-negotiate the city's division and se¬ 
curity responsibilities, established on 28 
September. 1995. It should be emphasized 
that the DOP grants Israel overall responsi¬ 
bility lor the security of Israelis. That 
would make the issue of hot pursuit super¬ 
fluous. Israel does not need u specific 
clause to permit its forces to enter the 
Arab sector of Hebron designated as H-1. 

Slicing the West Bank and Gaza into 
three separate but not equal zones was in 
fact Labor's solution to Likud's earlier di¬ 
lemma: how to insure that their absorption 
of the Occupied Territories (which con¬ 
trasted with Labor's formula of separation) 
did not lead to a bi-nntionn! state. Oslo II 
provides Israel with the land without the 
people, thus meeting Labor’s requirement 
of ethnic purity and separation, in confor¬ 
mity with classical Zionism, and accom¬ 
modating Likud's proclivity for penetra¬ 
tion into Arab population centers. The 
synthesized formula which is referred as 
mixed control arrangements is apartheid, 
pure and simple. It was hailed by Ariel 
Sharon, when the Oslo map was first pub¬ 
lished in the Israeli press, as a vindication 
of his 19KI "Cantonization Plan.” 

Labor's presumed "territorial settle¬ 
ment" and Likud's "functional senlement" 
arc reconciled. The increased decoupling 
of Gaza from the West Bank and the ejsier 
communication between the West Bank 
and Jordan suggest a possible Israeli con¬ 
vergence towards the early ‘70s formula 
by Moshe Dayan, known as “functional 
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i.i mi promise "* Israel would maintain so ve¬ 
rdant v .»\cr the West Bank while the Pai- 
cMini.ut“ wuiId have control over their ;n- 
m .i* social ion with Jordan. Gaza 
-.viiuid then become the closest thing to a 
P.:le*un:.ii« entity. 

Repudiating the process, but not the 
"Peace” 

Netanyahu's policies, therefore, do no; 
repudiate ii*> predecessors “peace." but 
,.nl\ the process. Whereas Rabin and Peres 
.succeeded in enlisting their adversaries par¬ 
ticipation. Netanyahu, who must cater to 
the ideological right-wing, made the adver¬ 
sary cum.subeomracior seem like a national 
hero. 

Netanyahu's policies ssem to thremea 
thi* svsiem. despite their conformity with 
Oslo's objectives, hence the unrest in the 
components of the system—Israeli. Arab. 
Palestinian. Western.' Dissent by credible 
sectors in the Israeli political and security 
e.sUhli.shments. by Arab partners, by the 
P.A.. by American Jewish leaders and in¬ 
ternational business, reflect a collective ap¬ 
prehension that Netanyahu's tampering 
’.v u'n the process may impair the “peace." in 
which they all have a vested interest. Thus 
Nctanvahu has eone "too far”, even for the 
usually obedient P.A. functionaries and the 
compliant Arab regimes. Hence Arafat's 
sudden stoutness and the recent Arab 
threat.** to reconsider normalization: hence 
also Baker's reference to "progress made by 
the peace process over the last two decades", 
which could be harmed. That, according to 
the statement by the eight former US offi¬ 
cials. would "threaten the security of Israel. 
Palestinians, friendly Arab states and under¬ 
mine US interests in the Middle East” Addi¬ 
tionally. Israel's head of internal security 
warned that Netanyahu's settlement policy 
could invite a new explosion. Moreover, the 
president of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations. Rabbi Eric Yoffie said in 
Los Angeles last December that Netanya¬ 
hu's decisions on settlements are especially 
“troubling" due to the expected increase pro¬ 
liferation of nuclear weapons in the region. 

Netanyahu’s response 

Netanyahu’s response to his recalcitrant 
critics has been characteristically arrogant. 
It is they, not Israel who must change poli¬ 
cies: "the policy of this government is to 
strengthen settlement...these are natural 
needs and necessary growth.” That was Is¬ 
rael's policy under Rabin and Peres, result¬ 
ing in the growth of West Bank and Gaza 
settlements by 49 percent during the past 
four years under their rule. According to 
Report in Israeli Settlements November 
199b. the population in annexed East Jeru¬ 
salem grew by 33 percent during the same 
period, while more than 100 settlements in¬ 
creased their population. 

The difference between the two govern¬ 
ments relates more to public relations than 
to substance. Netanyahu’s approach is to 
be up-front and abrasive rather than defen¬ 
sive and wary. It is not dissimilar to a Gin¬ 
grich-like style, which eventually lost out 
to Clinton's illusive yet more appealing ap¬ 
proach. He feels unimpelled to disguise or 
finesse Israel colpnizalion or to deny that 
the interim phase and the final settlement 
arc one and the same. Hence, his proudly 
declared non-negotiability of virtually all 
the final siatus issues. Colonization equals 
freedom of movement for Jews anywhere 
in the "land of Israel.” It is manliest desti¬ 
ny. which Americans, of all people, are ex¬ 
pected to understand given their mid- 
Wcstem historical legacy. 

The Likud's statement on settlements 
makes no attempt to hide the fact of non- 
negotiability: the settlements population 
would simply have their National Priority 
A siatus restored in order to "reinstate so¬ 
cial and economic parity between (themj 
and other developing areas of die country. 
What is illegal under international law is 
thus turned on its head and transformed to j) 
higher moral purpose: to prevent discrimi¬ 
nation between post-1967 and pre-1967 set¬ 
tlers. The eovemment's statement nmes 
clear that post-1967 settlements have effec¬ 
tively been annexed, since the “corrective 
action" will grant them benefits simitar to 
those enjoyed by seulere in "tat became 
Israel proper after 1948- the Nege an 


Galilee'. 

Moreover, the official statement correct- 
!\ posits that the government's action on 
settlements does not contradict cither Oslo 
I or II. Neither of these agreements "con¬ 
tains provisions prohibiting or restricting 
•he establishment or expansion of Jewish 
communities in Judea. Samaria and Gaza . 
What is actually prohibited is formal ac¬ 
tion that would alter die legal status of the 
West Bank and Gaza. Perhaps no one had 
explained to Arafat's negotiators in 1993 
that the cuius: does not proscribe building 
Jewish sctdeiTicnis. hut in fact prohibits 
him from declaring a siaie. at least during 
the interim phase. As for Israel, the clause 
prohibits formal annexation, but not the 
delude annexation which Rabin and Peres 
were exercising and which Netanyahu "is 
now continuing, though less discreetly. 
Netanyahu’s government is not the only 
one on record vowing that the settlements 
will srow and remain intact forever, de¬ 
spite "final status negotiations, but Rabin 
had reiterated the same on numerous occa¬ 
sions. Shortly before his death, when he 
“uhmitted Oslo II to the Knesset on Octo¬ 
ber 5. 1995. Rabin said: "I wish lo remind 
you. we made a commitment meaning we 
reached an agreement, we made a commit¬ 
ment to the Knesset not to uproot any set¬ 
tlement in the framework of the Interim 
Agreement, nor to freeze construction and 
natural growth." This quote was utilized 
by Netanyahu's government policy state¬ 
ment defending its view that no change has 
occurred in senlement and land policy. 

The outcry by the P.A.. the Arab 
world, and general protest in the interna¬ 
tional community continue despite the lack 
of differences between the two parties. 
Thev are differences in tone, ambiance and 
stvle . which make Labor more adept at 
mollifying the P.A. Arafat was willing to 
be hoodwinked by Labor’s approach. 

Since the inception at Madrid, a period 
which witnessed two Likud and one Labor 
governments, it became clear that regional 
and global imperatives created a conver¬ 
gence of interests between Israel and the 
PLO. Israel's "security” requirements 
would have to be reconciled with her quest 
for international legitimacy, and together, 
both of these would have to be matched 
against Arafat’s need for a state. A formu¬ 
la for co-existence based on these consid¬ 
erations had emerged in the DOP in Sep¬ 
tember 1993 and explicated in Oslo II two 
years later. Israel under Rabin proceeded 
to insure its requirements through the Tal¬ 
mudic phraseology of the Oslo documents 
prepared solely by the legal staff of its for¬ 
eign ministry. Arafat, on the other hand, 
who had effectively conceded U.N. guar¬ 
anteed Palestinian right, in exchange for 
the now-proven worthless Baker assuranc¬ 
es. was left without legal recourse, similar 
to what Rabin had in his DOP. 

Arafat's only recourse, undertaken as a 
gamble, was the potential for pressure—by 
Washington. Cairo, and the world. The 
grotesque asymmetry enabled Labor to 
keep Arafat on a leash whereby conces¬ 
sions could be exacted in return for a for¬ 
mula of co-existence that would grant him 
an entity below a state in which he could 
declare “independence" within Israeli fron¬ 
tiers. The revelations by Yossi Beilin, 
deputy foreign minister in the Labor gov¬ 
ernment about a Palestinian stale.with its 
capital in Abu-Disi published by Asocial- 
ed Press on July 31, 1996 ) are a case in 
point. Herein lies the real difference be¬ 
tween the two Israeli governments: Labor 
was willing to allow Arafat to take home 
something he could call a state. The fact 
that the settlements and Area C (70 percent 
of West Bank) would firmly negate state¬ 
hood was to be overlooked. By contrast, 
the present government is unwilling to ac¬ 
commodate even the necessary diplomatic 
ambiguities. The coalition of militarists, 
right-wing ideologues, and fundamentalists 
is bent on not disguising their real inten¬ 
tions and determined to give Arafat much 
less trappings to take home. The potential 
for violence is what really disturbs the Ar¬ 
abs. Washington and the international 
community. Otherwise, the two govern¬ 
ments are two sides of the same coin. ■ 
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Arafat and 
. Turkey 


IT WAS. an 
sight, to see 

leader Yassir Arafat wng i 

received by Turkish pf«jv- 

denr Sulieman Demiret ®^ 

a ceremony a warded 

heads of states, pespitfe^ 
minor protocol inriderft ih^ 
valving: saluting flags 
the airporL trip- can*!' 
at a crucial -time for rafiy^ 
ing support to the impend^ 
ing final status negodM 
tions between •■ 
Palestinians and Israel . - y-vc 
Jt is a crucial trme ^SOy’ 
for Turkey, as the confront 
tation between Mr ErtXF '; 
kan's Refah Party and the.-" 
supporters of seculOTSoi-,; 
intensifies in the.stTE Ctsro f : ~- 
the country. Amidst prest-^ 
cEcntiol unease, imiiiaorj 
nervousness, .and Refab^S : 
assurances of adhering.TO 
the Turkish constifutiott|V: 
Arafat steps .into-the canly> 
dron of Turkey’s 
cooks, and Turkey's 
ening diplomatic relation&i; 

with Iran over the. trioSt: 
important common- 
nominator of all. the status— 
of Jerusalem. 

It may seem a. Ifide? 
strange that the recent bat-^i 
tie of words over Jemsa- 
lem started in Turkey.,tail; ' 
even more dangerous, TMj 
Refah’s involvement, -ittj 
this issue. One cahhcit at- y 
cuse Mr Erbakan of Pan- f! 
Turanism, nor with 
istamism. but in attempt- 
ing to fulfill h»s party's 
lamic political duty,' he de- 
clares to Mr Arafat that, y 
the question of Jerusalem 
is not only a Palestinian./, 
affair, but rather a matter 
for the whole Islamic .. 
world. In doing so, Mr Er- t 
bakan has committed his 
party's contradurtiotis 
which stem from Turkey’s 
socio-economic contradic¬ 
tions to the already com¬ 
plex problem of the future 
status of Jerusalem. Mf 
Arafat, consequently, has 
to he extremely careful in 
avoiding to cany an extra 
heap of problems., that 
adds to the already exist¬ 
ing ones within the Arab 
world. 

Into this affair, diplo¬ 
matic relations between 
Turkey and Iran have tak¬ 
en a plunge over Jerusa¬ 
lem. U was on “Jerusalem 
Day.” the annual occasion 
organized by the Iranian 
state structures, that in 
Stncan/Turkey, the Turk¬ 
ish speaking Iranian Am¬ 
bassador and beneath the 
portraits of Imam Khomei¬ 
ni, and Sadr, he called on 
the Turkish government to 
institutionalize the Shar- 
ia'a in Turkey, and with 
the various manifestations 
of support for Hamas in 
mock demonstrations in 
front of a model of the 
Dome of the Rock, with 
slogans denouncing Israel 
as well as Mr Arafat and 
the peace process. 

Ironically, Sincan is a 
municipality supported by 
the Refah Party, but which 
Refah Party in this case? 
The Refah that supports 
PNA legitimacy as the 
sole representative of the 
Palestinian people, or that, 
which denounces Mr Ara¬ 
fat in person and does not 
believe in coexistence 
with Israel? 

For Mr Arafat, it is an 
act of walking the tight¬ 
rope between Turkish ifW 
temal contradictions and 
the added dimension of 
Iranian challenge. Un¬ 
doubtedly. both Turkey 
and Iran, are important 
partners in our region and 
.have a great role to play., 
they have also the added 
advantage of being Islam¬ 
ic countries which works 
to Mr Arafat’s advantage. 
Nevertheless, extra care 
and prudence must be ap¬ 
plied. for the issue of Jeru¬ 
salem must not fall prey to 
the political rivalries be- 
: tween Iran and Turkey, 
and their particular and di¬ 
vergent religious stands. 

How is Mr Arafat to 
fair amongst the rambling 
of tanks in Sincan, the slo¬ 
gans for the implementa¬ 
tion of Sham ’a, the de¬ 
nunciation of Israel and 
the peace treaty, the un¬ 
easy secular president and 
the ever present Iranian 
position? More important¬ 
ly, Mr Arafat must do a 
proper assessment of wbot 
he will be taking on board 
with his recent visit to An¬ 
kara, and perhaps question 
the need of expanding the 
Jerusalem issue under the 
current regional circum¬ 
stances.! 
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Business 
scene 


B Jordan and foreicn 
investors arc willing ~io 
carry out touristic enter¬ 
prises in Aqaba by build¬ 
ing hotels on the northern 
and southern coasts ai a 
cost of JD 180 million. 

The northern invest¬ 
ments in the southern coast 
are about JD 120 million 
that are financed by the 
Zara Investment Group, an 
English investor and Net- 
Tour. 

Hotels to be built on the 
northern coast will cost JD 
60 million, financed by 
Zara and the Social Secur¬ 
ity Corp.. tto be given later 
to InterContinental). 

These projects were 
given lisenccs and some 
have .started with infra¬ 
structure tenders, others 
are being carried out. In 
the same place, a touristic 
village (with an area of 
100 dunums) and three res¬ 
taurants arc given lisences. 

■ Foreign reserves by the 
Central Bank of Jordan 
shot up to S800 million in 
19%. This is double the 
1995 figure of only $400 
according to Michel 
Marto. the deputy gov¬ 
ernor of the CBJ. 

Mario expected these 
reserves to reach one bil¬ 
lion by the end of this 
year. This is attributed to 
the Bank's monetary strat¬ 
egy which increased confi¬ 
dence in the dinar and 
encouraged clients to con¬ 
vert their savings from the 
dollar to the dinar. 

Last week, the Bank 
received $40 million in 
financial aid from the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) to help Jordan 
in its economic reform 
program and reinforce its 
reserves. The Fund is 
expected to provide Jordan 
also with $11 million, so 
the CBJ reserves increases 
to $800 million, the high¬ 
est in many years. 

■ The National Alumin¬ 
ium Industry Co., has 
signed an agreement with 
a Lebanese trading and 
Industrial concern to 
export processed alumin¬ 
ium for Lebanon at $2 mil¬ 
lion far this year. The firm 
will be responsible for dis¬ 
tributing products of Jor¬ 
danian aluminium to the 
Lebanese market 

The first shipment of the 
company's products worth 
$2 million will be exported 
to Palestinian markets 
according to an agreement 
concluded earlier with Pal¬ 
estine Aluminium Indus¬ 
tries Co., according to the 
deputy of the company’s 
director. Hashim AJ Haj 
Hassan. 

Although the National 
Aluminium Company was 
established eight months 
ago. its products high stan¬ 
dards quality enabled it to 
promote its production 
inside and outside the 
Kingdom. 


Jordanian economists applaud 
PSE but stresses caution 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 

HOPING TO launch a new era 
of stability towards real eco¬ 
nomic growth, the Palestine 
National Authority has recently 
approved the establishing of 
the Palestine Securities 
Exchange (PSE) which started 
a one month introductory phase 
of share trading February. 18. 

The director general of the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM). Wahib AI Shaer. told 
The Star "I am very happy that 
the Palestinian securities 
exchange started operation in 
Nablus. | wish it all success for 
two reasons: one nationalistic 
and the other is that the afreets 
it would have on ihc Amman 
Financial Market. (AFM)." 

The success of the Palestin¬ 
ian stock market will help the 
AFM to develop further and 
attract more foreign investors, 
according to AI Shaer. He clar¬ 
ifies that this would be due to 
the availability of a larger num¬ 
ber of quoted companies in the 
two markets which are close to 
each other. 

He stressed that he would be 
willing to cooperate and indeed 
coordinate with the manage¬ 
ment of the Palestinian stock 
market. 

Moreover, the PSE and 
AFM are members of the same 
economy and this makes them 
in a better position to attract 
foreign investors. 


Jordanian investors and busi¬ 
nessmen ore satisfied with the 
establishment of a securities 
market on the West Bank and 
do not hesitate to express their 
enthusiasm for such a step. 

Dr Fahad AI Fanek. a Jorda¬ 
nian economic expert described 
it as a good start for the devel¬ 
opment of market economy in 
the West Bank and provides 
greater incentives by Palestin¬ 
ian and Jordanian investors to 
pump their capitals into the 
market. 

The importance of the exis¬ 
tence of such bourse indicates 
that the Palestine National 
Authority is firmly committed 
to a free market option during 
this stage, according to AI 
Fanek. 

However such optimism is 
coupled with caution, some 
bankers in Jordan continue to 
feel anxious. They say that it is 
not easy to identify the features 
of the coming stage in stock 
trading at PSE They stress that 
it might be still risky to invest 
in a market because of the eco¬ 
nomic and political instability 
that prevails because of the 
Israeli occupation. 

Adnan AI Sallakh. general 
manager of the Export and 
Finance Bank said that the 
establishment of the exchange 
was a very important step 
although he would not commit 
himself at this present stage. He 
said that the political situation 
is still uncertain. 


But a slightly differ- 
ent point of view i* pro- 'f- 
vidod by AI Fanek. He 
says that in spite of the Ifi. 
difficult economic cir- 
cu ms lances, the PSE has 
had a good start. He K;- 
added that it would be ■£ 
better to start at the gg* 
present level and work jw 
themselves upwards to P|1 
enhance their perfor- mm 
iiiance and that of the UH 
Palestinian economy. laj 

There arc four broker- j^j 
age firms that are given 
licences to trade in the 
fully automated system ^ 
bourse, hoping to help 
attract long-term invest¬ 
ments Irom Palestinian 
expatriates who work 
abroad. 

The slock exchange is £ on 
equipped with the very su rt 
latest in technology and 
computerization. Critics 
particularly Israeli have said 
that there is a disequilibrium 
between between the latest 
technology and the level nf 
development of the Palestinian 

economy suggesting that both 
would not be compatible. How¬ 
ever, this is holly denied by the 
Palestinian Securities Exchange 
General Manager Safwan 
Balaina who says that the -mar¬ 
ket is there to help in the devel¬ 
opment of the economy and 
encourage Palestinian 

investors. 

Meanwhile, dealers and bav 
kerage firms at the AFM show 



Computer engineering: Only the very 
suffice the PSE 

great enthusiasm in the PjIcs- 
said tintan Stock Market where 

ruim about 0(1 shareholding compa¬ 
nies! nies are expected to he enlisted 

I nf by the end of this year, 
niun Hamccdi Ai Barghouli. a 

both senior investor at AFM. antici- 

low- pared that PSE will be the best 

/ the in the Middle East and saying 

jnge that this is the proper lime, 

wan Since the Jordanian stock 

mar- market tAFMl and the Pales- 

svel- tinian Securities Exchange 

and (PSE) share the same econ- 

nian omy. any progress which 

occurs in any of the two mar- 
bro- kets would naturally affects the 

how other. 


i best in computing would 

After the Hebron deal was 
forged between PNA and 
Israel, the general sense of inse¬ 
curity and uncertainty was 
reduced on AFM. although the 
problems have not been com¬ 
pletely solved. AI Shaer said. 

However, despite the short¬ 
term uncenainity in some quar¬ 
ters. people on the whole 
believe that the establishment 
of the PSE would lead to 
greater economic stability, 
something which would cer¬ 
tainly positively affect the eco¬ 
nomic climate in JordanJl 


Business Chronicle 


Infrastructure and economic legislations , 
pre-requisites for privatization 

PRO-PRIVATIZATION acLivists argue that Jordan is not 
moving fast enough on the privatization road. But such a 
process is not a simple or an easy matter. 

It is true that privatizing public companies means giv¬ 
ing the private sector a bigger role in development, 
enhancing competition among companies and boosting 
their productivity. Supporters of privatization claim that 
it is necessary to have public cooperations run according 
to modem and commercial basis and rationalize their 
operations that arc related to staffing and pricing. 

However, those who are against speeding up the pro¬ 
cess or even reject it las a western strategy) say that the 
government is only privatizing those companies that are 
profitable and leaving by the wayside other failing ones. 

What is needed is a sound infra-stnieiure before privat¬ 
ization continues some economists stress. 

Ease of services such as telecommunications, trans¬ 
port. water, and electricity must he readily available for 
instance. 

The government must to pul an end to bureaucratic red- 
tape and create a healthy climate for Arab and foreign 
investors by giving them greater incentives. 

But this must go hand in hand with attracting hack the 
“capital flights.” There are about JD b billion assets 
invested outside Jordan, if we manage to attract half of 
these (hen it will be a great achievement, analysts argue. 

Local investors naturally consider the ratio of profit 
they would get before participating in any concern, how¬ 
ever this is not the altitude of foreign investors, who seek 
high profitability at any cost. 

Another issue that deserves attention is the existence 
of economic legislations that should be adopted before 
and throughout the process of privatization. They involve 
the securities law. the companies law. the customs and 
taxation regulations, the monopoly law and the law to 
protect consumer. These legislations arc a must to protect 
our economy and make sure that privatization runs 
smoothly and successfully. ■ 


Palestinian bourse is widely 
seen as start of prosperous era 


World Bank overhaul 
proposed; staff cuts likely 



AMMAN (Star)—A Symbol of 
Palestinian economic develop¬ 
ment. the Palestinian Securities 
Exchange opened its doors last 
week in an exuberant mood. 
First day trading in the $2 mil¬ 
lion bourse started in high spir¬ 
its as optimism prevailed in the 
market. This could be seen as 
the first effective step to 
rebuild a conflict-ridden Pales¬ 
tinian economy. 

"This is an exciting 
mo menu" said the Palestinian 
Securities Exchange General 
Manager Safwan Bataina, who 
promised to publish a market 
index, to be called the Jerusa¬ 
lem Index, soon after the com¬ 
pletion of the new market’s 
introductory phase. “In fact, I 
can see my wife in the back¬ 
ground shedding a drop or two 
of tears." 

In the first phase, the bourse 
will only trade one day a week. 
However this has not damp¬ 
ened optimism. 

“The stock exchange is a 
very good instrument for the 
economy at large." said Pales¬ 
tinian National Authority Min¬ 
ister of Economy and Trade 
Maher Masri. 

Only 23 companies are pres¬ 
ently listed on the stock 
exchange, but this number will 
soon expand. Officials estimate 
that as many as 60 joint-stock 
companies from the West Bank 
and Gaza, with a combined 
market capitalization of some 
$700 million could be listed by 
the end of the year. The mood 
is boyant as officials say that 
the market capitalization could 
reach as high as $2 billion by 
the year 2000. 

This is still sometime to go. 
However the kind of companies 
that are presently listed range 
from the new Palestinian Tele¬ 
phone Company, to a large cig¬ 
arette factory, to pharmaceuti¬ 
cal firms, insurance companies 
and financial service 
businesses. 

Although a private initiative, 
one of the main reasons for the 
setting up of the Palestinian 
bourse is to attract Palestinian 
externa] investment 

Mr Bataina says the stock 
exchange will attract foreign 





capital to help Palestinian 
development, and will mobilize 
Palestinian capital, at home 
and abroad, helping to drive 
economic growth and giving 
ordinary Palestinians the 
opportunity to share in that 
growth. 

He adds that the Palestinian 
economy has a large number of 
publicly traded companies— 
considering its size—and that ii 
needed a stock exchange to 
organize and regulate stock 
trading. 

The exchange is also 
designed to protect investors 
by screening companies for 
financial stability and requires 
public disclosure of relevant 
information. He says the Pal¬ 
estinian Finance Ministry will 
supervise the exchange's oper¬ 
ations. but it is a privately-held 
company and he is determined 
to see that the main factors in 
play on the exchange are sup¬ 
ply and demand. 

However, despite the opti¬ 
mism others are more cautious. 

They said Lhat while they 
support the exchange's estab¬ 
lishment. the current political 
and social climate may dis¬ 
suade potential investors from 
buying stocks. "I can't predict 
if the stock market will suc¬ 


ceed or fail." said Mohammed 
Masrouji—who is chari man of 
Jerusalem Pharmaceuticals. 
National Insurance Co. and Pal¬ 
estine Investment and Develop¬ 
ment Co., three of the 23 com¬ 
panies that are listed on the 
exchange fur trading. "It all 
depends on the political situa¬ 
tion in Palestine, which is not 
stable." 

But other experts said the 
bourse's success depends on a 
formidable amount of yel-l*> 
be-seen factors, including the 
number of companies in he 
traded, the volume of invest¬ 
ments. legislation regarding 
transparency, availahility of 
financial instruments, trading 
regulations, access to real-time 
information networks, as well 
as investors who will get the 
market rolling. 

Also, mixed reactions has 
been coming in from Israeli 
business analysts. 

Tel Aviv Slock Exchange 
managing director Sam Bron- 
feld said the exchange could 
help jumpsiart the Palestinian 
economy. “It will contribute to 
the Palestinian economy in the 
form of growth and invest¬ 
ments.'' he said, adding that 
Nablus could end up serving as 
an alternative to the establish¬ 


ment of a second bourse in Tel 
Aviv. 

The new market could solve 
problems similar to those that a 
second stock market here 
would be designed to alleviate, 
mainly by providing small and 
new companies with a capital- 
enlistment tool. Bronfcld said. 

While the Palestinian bourse 
may serve as a channel Tor 
Israeli companies to raise capi¬ 
tal. Yossi Nitzani of the Israeli 
consultancy firm Economic 
Models recommends that the 
Palestinians search far less risk¬ 
ier firms, at least in the first 
stage. 

"It is important to gain the 
public's confidence in the mar¬ 
ket by listing companies with a 
good track record." said Nit¬ 
zani. who previnsuly served as 
head of the Tel Aviv stock ecx- 
hangu. "I don't think it is a 
good idea for the Palestinian 
bourse to be dependent on 
high-risk, high-technoloay and 
stari-up companies." 

The one-trading session per 
week will last for the first 
month of operation to give 
securities firms and investors 
the time to become better 
acquainted with the proce¬ 
dures and requirements of the 
stoek exchange. ■ 


By Paul Blosteln 

WASHINGTON—World 
Bank President James D. Wol- 
fensohn has proposed to the 
bank's board a major initiative 
for revitalizing the 50-year-old 
institution by making it less 
bureaucratic and out of touch 
with the poor nations Lhat bor¬ 
row from iL 

Under the initiative, dubbed 
‘The Strategic Compact." the 
bank's 180 member nations 
would authorize the spending 
of $250 million over two years 
on training, staff transfers and 
information systems, according 
to documents released by the 
hank last week. 

But the bank s management 
is vowing to make the institu¬ 
tion considerably more lean 
and efficient at the end of those 
two years. The documents, 
while stressing that no specific 
target for job reductions has 
been set. said lhat “the best 
estimate we have is a range of 
500-700 separations over (fis¬ 
cal years) 97-99" The bank 
employs about 10.000 people 
worldwide. 

The initiative marks the 
most comprehensive and 
detailed effort by the Austra¬ 
lian-born Wolfertsohn to put 
his stamp on the bank since he 
took the helm in June 1995, 
vowing to transform it. The 
bank, which lends more than 
$20 billion a year to the gov¬ 
ernments of developing coun¬ 
tries for projects such as roads, 
schools, health care and the 
establishment of stock markets, 
has been beset for years by 
complaints lhat those projects 
too often fail to achieve their 
goals. 

The move comes at a lime 
when the bank is under strong 
pressure from its No. I donor. 
US Congress, which has 
refused in recent years to fully 
fund Washington's contribu¬ 
tion to the bank’s affiliate lhat 
provides loans at zero interest 
to the world's poorest 
countries. 

The proposal for the $250 
million up-front "investment." 
which would add about 11 per¬ 
cent to the bank's budget over 



Wolfensohn 

the next two years. may rankle 
congressional critics. 

But Clinton administration 
officials voiced optimism that 
lawmakers will react favorably 
to the prospect of staff cuts. 
"Ultimately, this should make 
Congress happier." said one 
official. 

In remarkably frank lan¬ 
guage. (he bank documents 
acknowledged that the bank’s 
survival may be at stake if it 
fails to improve its effective¬ 
ness. "The alternative to the 
renewal program is not 
employment stability for all. 
but rather gradually eroding 
job security for all." the docu¬ 
ments said. 

The bank "has not done 
enough" to keep pace with 
trends sweeping the developing 
world, the documents said, 
including the massive increase 
in private investments flowing 
into Third World countries. 
“Demand for our lending is 
fiat; there are complaints about 
our slowness and bureaucracy; 
there has been underinvestment 
in our stuff and technical 
expertise ... in short, our effec¬ 
tiveness has been declining" 

One bank official, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, 
said many members of the staff 
are reacting with predictable 
anxiety to the "compact” and 
other major management 
changes recently introduced by 
Wolfensohn. 

Most of the bank's manage¬ 


ment positions below the rank 
of vice president have been 
effectively put up for grabs, 
with no presumption in favor 
of the incumbent job holders, 
so many hank staffers don’t 
know who Iheir bosses arc 
likely to be in coming months. 

But the official said the 
"compact" is important 
because "it's the first time that 
a president of the bank since 
(Robert S.) McNamara (who 
ran the hank from 1968 lo 
198 M has gone lo the hoard 
and said. 'Guys, if you want us 
to do our business belter, you 
have to pay an up-front cost in 
terms of a capital 
expenditure"' 

The hank has undergone 
some wrenching reorganiza¬ 
tions since the explosive 
growth during McNamara’s 
presidency, notably a much- 
criticized downsizing and 
reshuffling of the management 
structure in 1987 that left the 
staff deeply demoralized. 

But the hank official said 
many employees arc hopeful 
that Wolfensohn s proposal 
will generate more enthusiasm 
because it is aimed not only at 
efficiency hut also at positive 
goals such as bringing the 
bank up to date with poor 
countries' changing needs. 

The hank is still filled with 
staffers who were hired when 

the bank was primarily in the 
husiness of lending money to 
governments for the construc¬ 
tion of major infra.sinicturc 
projects such as bridges and 
power stations. 

Now that private invest¬ 
ments arc widely available for 
such projects, even in poor 
countries, the hunk needs new 
types of experts—in privatiza¬ 
tion. far example, or the devel¬ 
opment of financial markets. 
Moreover. hank officials 
acknowledge that they need 
social scientists who arc expert 
in making projects work belter 
by gaining the support and par¬ 
ticipation of villagers and slum 
dwellers. ■ 

LA Timcs-W'ashington Post 
News Service 


, M : A--R.,K : E';T:';. ; W A T C H 

Highest and lowest perforating stocks in the Amman Financial Market 


22*25 February 


+ Wnoksi liufosric* J 


♦ Ptiriona! foam®* 

♦ JMCO 

♦ Imlu®* 5 


Tradfl Vobane 


SUNDAY 


♦ Noyok D*sand Motfb 
+ NaliuMi Stearins 

♦ Wnofcutatanta 


♦ [nenutund Timm 

♦ JlMCO . 

4 - U»J THwpnrcn#* Ubum 



MONDAY 


♦ Uvciiocfc&Poultry 3 34 

♦ Junlia Fiwii Ibsutot* T_SK 

♦ An 5 Rxncd tovoMc* 222 


♦ MnhfeEmBuk 

♦ MUdkEaftHtCb 

♦ Unreal Find Iwtatry 


TUESDAY 


♦ NjIhuuI PLlslu 

♦ AnC toper Manm ai-iump 

♦ Junta Islunh; Bid). 


♦ Jordan Im'1 Trade Center 

♦ Jieibn Cull Bank 

♦ JlMCO 


Air routes likely to stiffen because of 
proposed BA, American Airlines deal 


6^307A3 


Stock Volume 


mghasfe 


TOW* Stocks 


♦ An*Bm* 


■04*1 ♦ ArabBaak 


♦ Arab Baak 


♦ Jordon Nalta**l 


All data provided by fll ACCESS Tel: 646868 Fax: 646949 


THE PROPOSED alliance 
between British Airways and 
American Airlines, two of the 
industry's largest players, has 
raised significant controversy 
and prompted a fierce debate 
hmh within and outside the 
industry. This has centred on 
the crucial question of 
whether it would hinder the 
further development of com¬ 
petition. and thus have deleter¬ 
ious effects on air travellers. 

British Midland is not cur¬ 
rently a transatlantic carrier. 
As such, it will not he directly 
affected by the proposed route 
partnership, except in that 
American Airlines (like 
United) is an important British 
Midland code-share partner. 

However, considerations by 
interested regulatory authori¬ 
ties have altered British Mid¬ 
land's essentially neutral 
position. 


British Midland has always 
been concerned that, in their 
efforts to ensure adequate 
competition is provided to 
British Airways/American Air¬ 
lines at London Heathrow, reg¬ 
ulators would seek to amend 
existing UK and EU slot allo¬ 
cation rules to favour new 
transatlantic services. This 
would be entirely unaccepta¬ 
ble. However. British Midland 
accepts as valid the Office of 
Fair Trading’s opinion lhat 
168 slots should be given over 
by British Airways entirely to 
transatlantic competitors. 

But OFT s view has been 
challenged by the EU’s Com¬ 
petition Commissioner. Karel 
van Mien. The basis of his 
argument—which British Mid¬ 
land and. ironically. BA sup¬ 
port—is lhat one cannot con¬ 
sider the Heathrow-North 
America market in isolation. 


London's airports arc pan of a 
larger European air system, 
deriving their passengers not 
simply from the South East of 
England, but also from the rest 
of the UK. across Western 
Europe, and, indeed from fur¬ 
ther afield. 

He has proposed that the 
British Airways deal could 
only be approved by the EU on 
competition grounds if signifi¬ 
cantly more Heathrow slots 
were to be given up. British 
Midland believes that, in the 
light of this argument, it would 
be both illogical and unaccept¬ 
able for all of the slots in addi¬ 
tion to the 168 identified by 
the UK regulatory authorities 
to be similarly handed over lo 
transatlantic competitors. 

Commissioner van Miert 
argues lhat. essentially. Lon¬ 
don Heathrow has become the 
pre-eminent European airport 


for transatlantic air customers. 
As such, links to Heathrow 
from other points in Europe 
arc crucially important. 

Leaving these links with far 
less competition than would 
then prevail on transatlantic, 
routes, would not only be had 
for intra-European travellers, 
but would also undermine 
Marvan Midi’s pursuit of 
effective transatlantic 

competition. 

British Midland's view is 
that, as Heathrow is part of a 
European system, a proportion 
of any slots over and above 
the 168 identified by the OFT 
need to be made available to 
carriers providing more com¬ 
petitive links between Euro¬ 
pean points and London. 

Thus competition would be 
enhanced both in Europe and 
across the Atlantic. ■ 
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WASHINGTON—Deng Xiaopine. who 
died last Wednesday of complications from 
Parkinson’s disease and a lung infection at 
age 92. led China out of the chaos and isola¬ 
tion of Communist rule under Mao Zedong 
into a new era marked by rapid economic 
growth. Deng maintained the rigid Commu¬ 
nist political system but opened the world’s 
most populous nation to the influence of 
Western capitalism and culture. A blunt 
man of action who survived wars and fierce 
power struggles by placing pragmatism 
over politics. Deng was regarded by admir¬ 
ers and critics alike as China's “last 
emperor”—the Iasi of his generation of rev¬ 
olutionary leaders to hold paramount 
power. 

However, his power never equaled that 
of Mao, the founder and longtime ruler of 
Communist China. Deng's prestige 
declined in his later years because of 
spreading official corruption, inequalities 
entrenched in the Communist system, and 
the crackdown he mandated in June 1989 
against student-led protesters in Beijing's 
■ Tiananmen Square. 

[n the end. Deng's sweeping initiatives, 
aimed at decentralizing control over the 
economy and replacing state planning with 
a market-oriented system, left the economy 
only half reformed. Those who follow him 
face the enormous, risky task of completing 
thejob. 

In his later year?. Deng was the first 
among equals of Communist Party elders 
who shared power as members of an octo¬ 
genarian oligarchy, overseeing the work of 
younger leaders. He formally retired from 
his Iasi government post in 1990 hut contin¬ 
ued (o influence important domestic and 
foreign policy decisions through his pres¬ 
tige and personal connections, which 
included close lies with many of China's 
military leaders. 

Alter becoming a Communist while liv¬ 
ing in France in the early 1920s. Deng 
never relinquished his belief in communist 
ideology. Bui he was always less dogmatic 
than Mao. Deng's pragmatism allowed him 
essentially to redefine Marxism to make 
productivity —rather than the class struggle 
championed by Mao—the key measure of 
success. 

A famous quotation attributed to Deng 
summed up his philosophy: "It doesn't mat¬ 
ter whether a cat is black or white as long as 
it catches mice.” 

Deng cautioned against the “worship" of 
capitalism hut believed China could mod¬ 
ernize only by adopting new technologies 
from the West. To that end. he opened dip¬ 
lomatic relations with the United States, 
concluded a peace treaty with Japan and 
oversaw an agreement with Britain for 
Hong Kong's return lo Chinese control this 
year. He also sent Chinese to study abroad, 
including tens of thousands lo life United 
Stales. 

Still, despite his flexibility in economic 
matters. Deng was a hard-liner about poli¬ 
tics throughout his life. Thus, when he rose 
to power in December 1978—winning a 
power struggle that followed Mao's death 
in 1976—Deng began to liberalize the econ¬ 
omy while at the same time preserving 
China’s Soviet-style political framework. 
He strongly defended the Chinese Commu¬ 
nist Party's monopoly on power. 

Nevertheless, an unintended consequence 
nf Deng's opening to the rest of the world 
was that along with foreign capital come an 
infiltration of Western political and social 
ideas. This ultimately led to the most pre¬ 
carious period [or the government under his 
rule—the massive demonstrations for 
democracy and the army crackdown on pro¬ 
testers in the spring of 1989. 


By Rone Tempest 

BEUING—In the final years of his life. 
Deng Xiaoping, following the ancient tra¬ 
dition of the emperors, ruled China indi¬ 
rectly. 

After resigning his chairmanship of the 
powerful Military Affairs Commission in 
1989, Deng’s only remaining official ti¬ 
tles were honorary chairman of the Soong 
Ching-iing Foundation, a charity group, 
and most-honorary chairman of the Chi¬ 
nese Bridge Association. 

Yet until his death he continued to be 
die pre-eminent power in China, fhe "par¬ 
amount leader" of 1.2 billion people, a 
man whose every word and gesture were 
weighed and analyzed as a cryptic signal 
of enormous national significance. 

“Since Deng Xiaoping did not operate 
as a public figure in the open,” wrote Lu¬ 
cian W. Pye. professor emeriLus of Chi¬ 
nese studies at the Massachusetts Institute 


These demonstrations foundlheir focjl ter of an ijHJuslrijlisj in Yunnan Province, 

point at Beijing’s vast Tiananmen Square. She became u member of the Communist 

where many tens of thousands of people Party in 1938. and a year Idler married the 

gathered in an anti-govemmcni rally that veteran Red Army man in front of Mao’s 

grew over several days. Deng and his allies cave dwelling in Yanan. 

saw the protest as a direct challenge to their She and Deng h;kl three daughters and 
authority. Their response was a brutal two sons: daughter Deng Liu. a painter, 

crackdown with tanks and troops that left bom in 1941; son Deng Putting, a paniple- 

hundreds dead—and changed the tenor of gic who heads Chinn’s Disabled Persons 

China's relationship with'the rest of the Federation, hum in l l| 44: daughter Deng 

world. Nan. deputy minister of the St.tie Science 

To crush the democracy movement. and Technology Commission, hum in I °45: 

Deng joined forces with rival leaders who daughter Xiao Rong. who wrote a hingra- 

quesiioned the scope, pace and side effects phy of her father and became hi*- personal 

of his economic reforms—and who teared assistant in the Iasi years of his life, bom in 

that those changes would destroy the I95th and son Deng Zhifang, horn in 1951. 

party's political "control. The following who earned a PhD in physics at the Uniwr- 

months saw furious infighting mcr the >iiy of Rochester and is involved in pn.p- 

implemenration of some of the economic erty development and investment, 

changes. After months in seclusion. Deng Whereas Mao's birthplace in Hunan 
surfaced and successfully urged the party Province was turned iiiu» j much-visited 
leadership to speed the pace of reform. monument. Deng's childhood home in Sich- 

One of Deng's greatest failures was liis uan Province was kept almost secret for 

inability to provide for an orderly transition many years. When foreign journalists were 

of power that would guarantee continuation permitted to visit the site in |us5. they 

of his reforms. Two of Deng’s designated found a large l»«-nmm larmhouse with 

successors. Hu Yaobattg and Zhao Ziyang. stucco walls surrounded K rice paddtes and 

were ousted from power in 1987 and 1989. tall stalks ul bamboo, 

respectively, as a result of Deng's criticisms Deng was the eldest son of ,i landlord 
and pressure from more orthodox leaders. who owned about 25 acres of land, a huge 

Deng once described Hu and Zhao as "piI- tract compared with the small plots farmed 

lore" holding up the sky. hy most Chinese peasants today. 

At several points in his long and neh ' In 1920. at age lb. Deng irwcicd io 
career. Deng was forced to retreat and ci*m- France on a u'irk-«iud} program. During 
promise. In the mid-l%0s. he agreed to hi> 
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The doctrinaire Mao purged Deng twice 
and allowed^him_ to be attackted by radical^ ^ 

after he came under political - =r . 

attack in J 931 *k*a*c* cmihbr cwcxmm mmmiom s* 

His third'wife. Zhuo Lin. was the daugh- Chlna ’ s OD,£olM ,eader DENG XIAOPING 




■V 


five-year stay, he worked in shoe and auto¬ 
mobile factories and joined a branch of the 
Chinese Communist Youth League orga¬ 
nized by Zhou Enlai. Deng's mentor and a 
future premier of China. Deng helped edit 
and mimeograph a Communist youth maga¬ 
zine and became known within secretive 
party circles as the "doctor of duplication” 
After a brief period of study in Moscow. 
Deng relumed to China in 1926. taught in a 
military academy and worked in the Com¬ 
munist Party underground in Shanghai. He 
later helped implement Mao's plans to 
deploy rural guerrillas in a protracted strug¬ 
gle. rather than fight in cities, against Chi- 
ang Kai-shek's Kuomintang forces. 

Mao's opponents in the Communist lead¬ 
ership initially overruled Mao on the tactic 
and accused both Mao and Deng of defeat¬ 
ism. But Kuominung attacks forced the 
Communists to hail their inormal banks 
and unite in the Long March to the north¬ 
west of China. 

From 1934-35. the Red Army embarked 
on perhaps history 's longest retreat in terms 
of time and distance. During a 6.000-mile 
march across China. Mao emerged as the 
top leader of both the party and die military, 
and Deng os a high-level political commis¬ 
sar. At the same time. Deng became a close 
confidant of Mao. 

The troops with which Deng served 
fought the Japanese occupation forces from 
1937 to 1945 and. in one of the world's 
bloodiest civil wars, ihc Nationalists from 
1945 to 1949. In 1948-49, Deng helped 
organize u military campaign that contrib¬ 
uted heavily to the Communists' victory. 

In 1952. Deng was appointed u deputy 
premier, and by 1956 he hod joined the 
inner circle of the party's top leadership. He 
traveled in Moscow that year and witnessed 
Nikita Khrushchev's denunciation of the 
late Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin. But Deng, 
like Mao. disapproved of Khrushchev's de- 
Sialinizaiion campaign. In 1959. Deng 
emerged as a forceful critic of Soviet 
"revisionism” and in 1960 led the Chi- 
h ncse attack on Khrushchev at a meet- 
B ing in Moscow of international Cbm- 

■ muoisi parties. 

■ After Mao's disastrous Great Leap For- 

■ ward economic plan. Deng and Mao's 
I designated successor. President Liu 
f Shunqi. attempted to rebuild the econ¬ 
omy through pragmatic, markel-eriemed 
policies that foreshadowed the eco¬ 
nomic reforms initiated by Deng 

more than u decade later. But Mao 
came lu suspect that Deng and Liu 
were undermining his control and 
plans to collectivize agriculture. 

B opening shots of Mao's Great 
tn Cultural Revolution, which 
ad i cal Red Guards against 
rs of the party hierarchy? Mao 
Dens and Liu from power in 
Deng was forced to confess 
he had adopted the "capitalist 
ictionary line” 

Mao complained that for 
several years. Deng never 
bothered to consult him and. 
in a snub, deliberately sot 
far from Mao at meetings 
and with Deng's deaf right 
ear turned toward the chair¬ 
man. He accused Deng of 
attempting to set up an inde¬ 
pendent power base in the party 
secretariat. 

In later years, while prais- 
ing the deceased chairman for 
iJLwk his role in founding the Peo¬ 
ple's Republic of China. Deng 
krc us* cr j l j c j ze< j far a leadership 
style that Deng called feudal. 



Ding (above) on a vaca¬ 
tion in France in 1988. 


Bygone memories! Ding 
with Mao Tse Tong at¬ 
tending a party congress 
in 1958 
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patriarchal and out of touch with reality. 

Mao seemed at times to admire Deng and 
at times to mistrust him. In the 1960s. as if 
in warning, Mao pointed out Deog to 
Khrushchev. “See that little man over 
there?* Mao asked the Soviet premier. “He 
is highly intelligent" 

Mao also said of his eventual successor. 
“Deng is a rare totem. He is like a needle 
wrapped in cotton. ... His mind is round, 
and his actions are square" 

After the purge of 1966. Deng was out of 
power for seven years. From 1969 to 1973. 
he lived through some of his most difficult 
moments. While he was spared the severe 
punishment meted out to Liu. who died a 
sick and broken man in 1969 after being 
imprisoned and denied medical aid. Deng 
was forced for more than two years to live 
in internal exile in southern China, quar¬ 
tered in an abandoned two-story house 
under armed guard. 

Deng and his wife spent their days in a trac¬ 
tor factory, where Deng worked as a 
machine pans finer. Their son Deng 
Ptifang. persecuted and beaten by Red 
Guards, attempted to commit suicide by 
jumping out of a window; denied medical 
treatment for a broken spine, he was para¬ 
lyzed from the waist down. 

Deng was then rehabilitated only to be 
pursed again in 1976. This last ouster was 
triggered, ironically, by what has become 
known as the first Tiananmen Incident of 
April 1976. Workers, students and citizens 
of Beijing had gathered in Tiananmen 
Square to mourn the death of Premier Zhou 
Enlai. When the authorities, led by radical 
leaders known as the “Gang of Four." tried 
to disperse the assembly, pent-up resent¬ 
ment against Mao’s repressive policies 
began to take form in speeches and posters. 


Hundreds of protesters were ’ arrested. . 
many were branded counterrevolutionaries 
and Deng was stripped of power foralleg- ' 
edly supporting the demonstration. ; . .^ i 

In September 1976, Mao died. .Within 
weeks, members of the ultra-leftist Gang of '? 

Four, headed by Mao's widow, Jiang Qing. ~' 

. were purged and arrested. . •• • i. 

In July 1977. Deng made hfe first ptfeKcy^L.-yV- 
appearance since his second fall ■ ‘j _ 

power and again was reinstated. _: T ^ * 

Using die tactics of war and paty manetH 
•vering honed over the course of: decides, i ■■■ 1 . v’L 
Deng isolated Mao's designated successor, - ■ £ 

Hua Guofeng. Without formally removing ' 

him from office. Deng eased Hua out ofr : ; ■&. ’> 

power. 

By late 1978, Deng was able to tighten - > 
his grip on (he parry, government andanny. ; Vj. 

He began to place his successors in posif . : Vil. 
tions of power and launched the - reforms 
that have ted to China's recent stunning - x V . 
economic growth.. - ■ v V---• 

Deng’s first big success after inking -.-', 'L 
power was achieved in Ouna's countryside, . ■' 
where about 70 percent of Chmese five.. •- 
Deng and his reformist colleagues aban- ' - 

donftl the Stalinist and Maoist emphasis on 
heavy industry, instead placing more stress-/ . • v .. 
on decentralization and the development bf- 
agriculture and light industry. 

In the late 1970&, Deng cfemantled ^ri- "• 
cultural communes, allowed renewal ; 0 f 'jm\ •: , 
semi-private farm plots and permitted peas- ” if* 
ants to sell a portion of their output atmaC- - 
kets. Agricultural production tripled as a .£ ■ 
result but leveled off, along with farmers’ - 
incomes, in the late 1980s. ■ 

M Times- Washington Post - C -• * 
Newsservice 


No clear successor to Deng among 

China’s power elite 


of Technology, "people had to assume 
that his greatness lay in his ability to ma¬ 
nipulate events from behind the scenes, 
much like a puppeteer" 

In such a setting, where real power is 
not necessarily linked to an impressive ti¬ 
tle, divining Deng's possible successor is 
difficult. t 

As Deng’s physical condition dererio- 



Jtang Zemin.: The new breed of Chinese rulers 


rated in his last years, six names came up 
repeatedly in speculation about possible 
successors: 

■ Jiang Zemin, 70. He is nominally at 
the apex of China's power triangle— 
general secretary of the Communist Party, 
chairman of the Central Military Commis¬ 
sion and president of the country. Deng 
called him the “core” of China's third 
generation of Communist leadership. 

Jiang vaulted to the top from the rela¬ 
tively obscure post of Shanghai party 
chief in 1989, just weeks after the army 
assault on Tianamen Square. 

When he first came to the national 
stage, many believed that he would be 
only an interim figure in the post-Deng 
era because he had little support among 
the military and the party rank and file. 
But he has had nearly eight years to con¬ 
solidate his power, appoint his key aides 
to leadership slots and promote military 
officers loyal to him. 

■ Qiao Shi. 72. With ties to both re¬ 
formist and conservative wings, Qiao has 
risen to increasing prominence in recent 
years, and. behind Jiang, is widely consid¬ 
ered to be the second most likely leader to 
succeed Deng. As chairman of the Na¬ 
tional People's Congress, he has overseen 
some impressive reforms of the Chinese 
criminal code, making him a favorite 
among foreign diplomats. 

Besides his position atop the National 
People's Congress. Qiao is a member of- 
the party's Central Committee and chair¬ 
man of the Central Committee for the 
Protection of Secrets. 

Until 1993, Qiao was chief of China’s 
secret police and overseas intelligence op¬ 
erations. with access to information not 
only about China’s dissidents but also its 
rulers 

With his wide-ranging connections and 
relatively positive public image. Qiao is a 


strong candidate for top leadership. Qiao 
controlled the 800,000-member paramili¬ 
tary People's Armed Police force in 1989 
but, according to a well-placed source, re¬ 
fused to issue bullets during the June 3-4 
crackdown at Tiananmen Square. 

■ Yang Shangkun, 90. He holds these 
honorary posts: head of the Leading 
Group for Party History Work, adviser to 
the Society for Studies on Party Members 
and president of the Table Tennis Associ¬ 
ation. 

His lack of impressive titles does not 
preclude his playing a major role in a 
power struggle. 

Yang previously was China’s president 
and, more important, was first vice chair¬ 
man of the Central Military Commission. 

He was “retired” in late 1992, along 
with his half-brother Yang Baibing, then 
the military commission’s secretary gen¬ 
eral. The Yangs were accused of trying to 
dominate the army to build a power base 
for the coming succession struggle, and 
since their exit many of their proteges 
have also been eased out of leadership. 

He and bis brother were believed to 
have played central roles in coordinating 
“Operation Tiananmen” in 1989. but re¬ 
cently Yang Shangkun has tried to dis- 
lance himself from the decision to use 
troops to clear demonstrators from the 
square. 

■ Wan U, 80. Formerly the head of Chi¬ 
na's National People’s Congress and 
member of the party's ruling Politburo. 
Wan now holds only ceremonial posi¬ 
tions, the most important of which may 
be the head of the Chinese Bridge Associ¬ 
ation. whose most-honorary chairman 
was Deng. Wan was said to have been 
Deng’s bridge partner and thus to have 
had direct access to China's top man. 

Wan rose to power in the late 1970s. after 
he successfully pioneered experiments in 


de-collectivizing agriculture in Anhui 
province in eastern China. Displaying 
genuine concern for rural problems and 
advocating gradual democratization. Wan 
gained broad popular support 

During the 1989 protests, students, in¬ 
tellectuals and even high-level party fig¬ 
ures petitioned him to call an emergency 
session of the National People's Congress 
to revoke martial law and remove Li Peng 
from office. 

Zhao, then head of the Communist Par¬ 
ty, summoned Wan to Beijing from a trip 
to the United States, but Wan did not 
make it to the capital in time to influence 
events. He reportedly was held under 
house arrest in Shanghai until after the 
June 3-4 crackdown. 

Some media reports in mid-1994 said 
that, despite this complication in his ca¬ 
reer, Wan was named by Deng as a senior 
adviser to be consulted during the post- 
Deng transition. 

■ Li Peng, 68- He is a Soviet-trained 
engineer who was appointed China’s pre¬ 
mier in 1987 after liberal Hu Yaobang 
was ousted as party general secretary. 
Zhao was promoted to party chief suc¬ 
ceeding Hu: Li replaced Zhao as premier. 
Since then. Li's political fortune has been 
made at the expense of party reformists. 
With the renewed economic reform drive 
of 1992. Li experienced some slippage. 

Li’s declaration of martial law in 1989 
triggered widespread calls for the Nation¬ 
al People’s Congress to remove him from 
office. 

But Li is closely tied to the eldest of 
the revolutionary generation. At age II, 
he was adopted by the great Chinese 
Communist leader Chou En-lai. Every oc¬ 
togenarian's death diminishes him. 

Many of Li’s economic responsibilities 
were taken over by Vice Premier Zhu 
Rongji, a strong reformist, during the eco¬ 


nomic drive reopened in 1992. In the 
spring of 1993. Li suffered a heart attack 
and was relieved of more duties. 

With economic doom opening in 1992 
and money pouring in, many democracy 
activists more or less forgave Deng for 
the 1989 suppression of the Tiananmen 
movement- But few absolved Li. 

■ Zhu Rongji, 68. Vice premier arid 
former head of the central Peoples' Bank 
of China , Zhu is the party Standing Com¬ 
mittee’s strongest proponent of economic 
reform and the mastermind behind Chi¬ 
na's tax and financial reforms. Yet many 
of Zhu’s proposals have been stubbornly 
resisted by provincial leaders, and Zhu is 
said to be the focus of hard-line enmity ^ 
within the party. As resistance to the aus- ™ 
terity aspects of the economic reforms has 
grown in recent years, Zhu's star has 
somewhat dimmed. 

Like Jiang Zemin. Zhu was brought to 
, Beijing from Shanghai in the aftermath of 
the Tiananmen crackdown in 1989. 

As mayor of Shanghai during the de¬ 
mocracy demonstrations, Zhu persuaded - 
Shanghai protesters to leave the streets 
peacefully and had promised that he 
would not call in the army. 

Zhu has support among Chinese stu¬ 
dents. intellectuals and party reformers, 
but is no Western-style human rights acti¬ 
vist. 

He was one of those who called’ for 
strict punishment of a Chinese -reporter 
for a Hong Kong paper, who in 1993 was 
accused of leaking the interest-rate plans 
of the central bank. The reporter was sen-' 
tenced to 12 years in prison for “stealing , 
state secrets.” ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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• A cocktail reception and dinner 
hosicti by Minister of Tourism Dr 
Saleh Ershedat ji the Hole) 
Inter.Continental Jtirdan for a group 
of French tour operators and 
journalists was held on 17 February. 

The French group where invited by 
the Ministry of Tourism in help 
promote Jordan as a tourist attraction 
in France. During the reception 
welcoming speeches were presented 
by the Dr Eishcdai. President and 
Chief Executive Officer of Royal 
Jordanian. Mr Nader A1 Thahaby 
and Mr Michael Nazzal, 

The reception was also attended by 
local lour operators and other 
distinguished uucsts. 
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Children paintings Exhibition 

Adding a little 
touch to the art 


scene in Jordan 


By Anca de Maio 

S/tecial /»/ The Star 




E ncouraging artistic talent among the 
young is the main idea behind the 
exhibition of the drawings submitted 
In the Second Art Competition for 
Children. The event is organized by lhe 
Embassy of Poland in Amman in cooperation 
with the Goethe Institute and the Polish 
Women's Club, and opened last Monday with 
the official presentation of the winners and 
the awarding of prizes. The collection of 93 
pictures drawn and painted by 60 children is 
on display in the exhibition hall of the Goethe 
Institute in Amman until 3 March. 

"The organizing committee's four-month 
work started last November with a radio 
announcement and a number of invitations 
posted at tlie Goethe Institute, the Hnyati Cen¬ 
ter. the Orthodox Club and in such schools as 
the International Community School, the New 
American School and the Jubilee School” 
said Mr Grzegorz Jerzykowski. the first sec¬ 
retary in the Polish Embassy. “Although our 
initial idea, as materialized in our first Art 
Competition lor Children in 1996. was to 
attract only the children of the Polish commu¬ 
nity in Jordan, this year we have extended our 
invitation to children from other circles.” he 
underlined. 

The two themes proposed this year, "The 
country of my parents" and “My dream 


world." were common for all the four age 
groups of participants: under six years-old. 
from six to 10. from If) to 14. and from 14 to 
18 years-old. 

“For reasons of space, the number of pic¬ 
tures by the same child was limited to two for 
each subject.” explained the representative of 
the organizing committee. Mrs Yulite Tabu 
from the Polish Embassy. Many children of 
mixed Jordanian-Polish families presented 
two drawings for the HrsL subject, simply 
because they wanted to express their equal 
belonging to two countries and cultures. 

Samira Abu Faraj, a three-prize winner in 
this competition, was happy to reveal her 
paternal origin by depicting a scene of bed¬ 
ouin life, as well as to reflect her Polish mem¬ 
ories by illustrating the castles, churches and 
mountains of her mother country. "It is good 
to have the opportunity to do other things than 
to eat. sleep and go to school. A competition 
of this kind has made us feel important. Now I 
know that I have some talent and I'll improve 
iL Maybe I’ll be an artist one day." said 
Samira. 

The "dream world" theme was given fresh 
and colourful definitions by the children. 
These ranged from a sunny world inhabited by 
dinosaurs, butterflies, trees in blossom and 
children, to a mysterious “realm that docs not 
exisf (Silvia Jaber. aged 17) or to an ideal¬ 
ized European country like Switzerland. 

Sincerity and originality characterize all the 
pictures in which children are encouraged to 
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turn into forms and colors the things thc\ 
dream about. "The main purpose of this con¬ 
test was to give the children the opportunity to 
discover themselves by giving concrete repre¬ 
sentation of their inner feelings and ideas." 
pointed out a member of the jury , the painter 
and interior designer Ibrahim Shulabi. “At 
this age. this is more important than being dis¬ 
covered as potential future artists." he 
explained. “What our children need is m he 
given the attention they need in order to har¬ 
moniously develop their asserting personali¬ 
ties. Recruiting talents is important too. in the 
sense of encouraging children to become 
aware of their artistic •abilities as well as ol the 
importance of an in our lives." Mrs Taha 
added. 

The sponsors of the competition. Mr Sameh 
Madani. Chairman ol the Jordanian-Polish 
Friendship Association. Mr Samir Carmi. 
general manager of the Orthodox Club and 
Mrs. Hala A you hi. travel agent for LOT 
Polish Airlines in Jordan handed over 24 
prizes and special diplomas to the most tal¬ 


ented children to the winners of the first, sec¬ 
ond and third places in the four age groups. 
This was made in the presence of the repre¬ 
sentative of the Jordanian Ministry of Culture. 
Miss Wafa' Qsous. the Director of the 
Goethe Institute. Dr Dieter Glade, and the 
.delegate of the Jordanian-Polish Friendship 
Association. Mr Mohammad Bader khan. 
"The Polish Embassy offered six distinctions 
lor such special achievements as originality. 
Polish features, "high standards" and general 
cultural aspects." mentioned Mr Jerzykowski. 

The positive response and large interest 
shown by so many children in the present 
competition, encourages us to expand our 
invitation to the next' similar event to every 
child in Jordan willing to .show his feelings 
and artistic abilities." Mr Jerzykowski 
stressed. "Many ideas and suggestions for the 
coming competitions have already been for¬ 
mulated. hut our final decision depends on the 
new cooperations we shall manage to estab¬ 
lish with other cultural centres and founda¬ 
tions." he added. ■ 
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Inter.Con holds party for its staff 
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THE ANNUAL staff party of the 
Hotel InterContinental Ionian was 
held last 16 February. The afternoon 
started off with the General Man¬ 
ager Mr Chawki Aynub awarding 
the Employees of the year fur 1996 
along with handing out service pins 
to long serving employees. This was 
followed by the latest play of His- 
ham and Nabil's "Amin Yahoo” 
after which dinner was served. The 
event ended with some games us 
well as a show by the resident 
singer Miss Rania Shahub and 
dancer Miss Huda Ahrahim. 

The evening proved tn be a great 
success and was enjoyed by all. ■ 



Jergens appoints Intermarkets 


0 All the way from the United States, the Celebrant Singers, a choir, are giving a thrilling four- 
day performance in Amman. Starting today, Thursday 27 February* they will give a perfor¬ 
mance in the morning at the CMS, A1 Ahliah School for girls and In the evening at the Fre're 
School. They will stay in Amman till 3 March and then go on to the United Arab Emirates as 
1 p ar t of their world tour. The 25-member choir are a group of young professionals singers and 
* musicians playing on various classical instruments. Mr FYeddy Daoud of Freddy For Music, 


musicians playing on various classical instruments. Mr Freddy Daoud of Freddy For Music, 
and being a member of the organizing committee for the group told The Star that this is a very 
good opportunity for Ammonites to enjoy listening to such high quality performances. The Cel¬ 
ebrant Singers are also performing at tiie Marriott Hotel. 


THE ANDREW Jergens Company, a 
wholly-owned US subsidiary of Japan's 
Kao Corporation, has appointed Intermar¬ 
kets Advertising as its advertising agency of 
record for the GCC region and Yemen. 

Jergens, manufacturer of the world 
famous Jergens Lotion, was founded in Cin¬ 
cinnati, Ohio, In 1992. Kao Corporation, 
considered to he one or the most innovative 
and technically advanced companies in (he 
world, purchased Uie Jergens Company 
from American Brands Inc. in 1982. 


Globally, Jergens manufacturers and 
markets a range of skin care products that 
are differentiated on (he basis of proprie¬ 
tary technology, and these products provide 
discennbly unique consumer benefits. 

In his letter of appointment, David J. 
Hrovat, vice president of international sales 
of the Jergens Company, congratulated 
Intermarkets for the m-depth market 
knowledge and creative flair that came 
alive in a very compelling way at the pres¬ 
entation stage. ■ 


Jordanian theater could now be going places 


AMMAN (Star)—Jordanian theater is today 
experiencing mass revival. More theaters have 
heen opened since the last Gulf war lhan ever 
before. Their fortunes however, had much to 
do with the slagging television productions 
because of the closure of the Gulf markets 
than anything else. Gulf countries quite dimply 
stopped buying television productions and 
serializations from Jordan. 

And thus actors turned to the theater, with 
nroducltons being churned out right, left and 
renter Having been in the doldrums for some 
time this was an avenue for its revival. How¬ 
ler* critics have tended lo argue that the con- 
-Vof a Jordanian iheaier is today somewhat 
efosiic ami is stretched according lo lhe de¬ 
nies ol commercialism. 

What we liiive is a plnrahiy of theater and 
theatrical productions that are all geared 
Swards pAt? in the crowds The. toar of 
“rfav is a mixed bag of miscellaneous wily- 
‘X ionics ranging from satire and political 
ImedVto the theater that draws on real life 
Sees. There is the Natal and Hisham 
Ser which produces a number, of political 
the Nabeel Al Mashmt Stage (cur-. 
STEducing the social comedy Ahh Y 

S-i and a handful of others. . . 

Th-u is fine people may say since this is the 
heater that is required, but. the problem here, 
! he “ s commercial overtones and the need to 
» anything that is not above par. And 
pr “^le are saying that this should not happen 


since Jordan theaLer has a tradition that goes 
back to the 1930s when the first play was ever 
performed in Jordan during the British 
mandate. 

However, we could be accused of being 
over-critical. Nabeel Sawalha. an actor and 
orginalor of political comedy told the Jordan 
News agency, Petra, that Lhe state of theater in 
this country is like the ones that exist in Arab 
countries which is searching for an identity. 
He points ont that this is because most of the 
scripts are translated from other languages and 
it is one of the reasons why local audiences 
feel alienated, because the story line does not 
conform to Jordanian culture. 

While this is one view, there are others who 
see the problem in terms of local script writers 
and playwrights. Writers of caliber arc diffi¬ 
cult lo find. With quality writers must come 
quality scripts. Again here, there is a problem. 

Lina Al Tal. head of the Theater-in- 
education program in the Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation says that actors and playwrights 
are themselves to blame for not taking more 
advantage of the democratic era we are living 
in.. She added that the opportunities are there 
for everyone to express their opinions and pro¬ 
duce better theater productions. 

■ She pointed out that part of the problem is 
that there is no collective work in theater, 
there should be, for instance, greater coordina¬ 
tion between the scriptwriters, directors, stage- 
. set managers and design. This would mean 
greater professionalism. She added that what is 



noticeable abuul Jordanian plays is that lhe 
writer is also the uclor. lhe direclor and ihe 
costume designer. 

So professionals in the business know that 


there arc deepsealed problems which can be 
overcome if only outside help was available. 
One way out could be the slate to play a more 
active role in encouraging the arts. ■ 
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Creating superman 

SCIENTISTS ARE making headway in genetic engineer¬ 
ing and have lately cloned a sheep. In few years they may 
have the capability to clone humans. The possibilities re¬ 
sulting from such a scientific breakthrough are im¬ 
mense—and frightening as well. There are those who be¬ 
lieve that just as it is possible to clone a genius like 
Einstein, by the same token the Iraqis might clone Sad¬ 
dam Hussein! The mere prospect of identical copies of 
Saddam Hussein being produced in special labs is sending 
shivers in Washington and London! 

Like any technological achievement, there are always 
mural questions involved. The discovery of nuclear fusion 
promised unlimited cheap energy, but it also ushered in 
the ugc of the nuclear holocaust and "day after" scenarios. 
Likewise, research into biological and chemical engineer¬ 
ing produced medical feats, saving in effect millions of 
lives, but they also gave the world chemical and germ 
warfare. The common denominator, it seems, is human 
nature and its propensity lor destruction—culminating 
with self-destruction. For every step we make forward, as 
humans, towards discovery and exploration—the inven¬ 
tion of the plane, invasion of space, discovery of laser arc 
mere examples—we seem to open a window for evil to 
creep into our lives. Man's dream to fly brought the 
Stealth bomber, invasion of space almost gave birth to 
star wars and laser-guided missiles are now called smart 
bombs. 

And so us much as cloning brings promise and hope to 
mankind: eradication of diseases and who knows may be 
even immortality <?). it also raises the spectre of evil fi¬ 
nally askewine, these innovations and claiming them for 
itself. It would' indeed be a novelty if scientists would one 
day succeed in pinpointing the source of evil in human¬ 
kind and genetically erasing iL But that is not a realistic 
hope. Copying humans is! 

So while the West fears a hundred Saddams running 
around, a moral debate ensues in academic and scientific 
circles. How far should genetic research be allowed to 
continue? What are Ihe moral benchmarks allowed and 
who will set them: the scientists themselves, politicians, 
financiers, the clergy? 

And where docs religion stand? Isn't this creation by 
proxy? Aren't we trespassing on God's domain: in effect 
changing the nature and purpose of divine creation? 

Thcre is no doubt in my mind that research and science 
will not he slowed down by moral and religious restric¬ 
tions and inhibitions. And even if the road to scientific en¬ 
deavors is paved with good intentions, there will be those 
who will harness these' achievements and put them in the 
service of evil. So today it is sheep, tomorrow who 
knows: an American superman? ■ j 


THE FAR SIDE 


By GARY LARSON 





“Oh! Walt! Wait! My mistake! 
That's him down there!” 
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Economie 

Des besoins palestiniens en attente 

Entravee par les nombreux aleas du processus de paix et les 
blocages imposes par les Israelis. I 'economie palestwenmest 
obligee de se reposer sur l 'aide intemationale. Une aide, qui ne 
correspond malheureusement pas aux promesses ann oncees. 


•. .-vii-i-- -JtisrK. 


Quand les imeiicc- 
tuels arabe* ont pris la de¬ 
cision de se rendre ii .Co- 
penhague Ie mois dernier 
pour pan id per aux cotes 
dc confreres isrjeliens ii 
une conference \isani a ra¬ 
mmer le processus dc paix* 
ils savaieni qu'une contro- 
verse se deveiopperait ii 
Icur retour. IJs savaieni que 
lordre du jour dc ceite 
conference ne plairait pas 
a leurv colleeues arabes 


opposes a l«i normalisation. 
Certains. parmi cux. 
avaient me me anticipe des 
reactions hoaucoup plus 
\ iolentes jpres la publica¬ 
tion du communique de 
Copenhacue. IK en ctaient 
conscienls car. dans le pas- 
m:. les pcrsonnalites pre- 
nam ran it de relics reu¬ 
nions nm etc rcgu litre ment 
criliquecs. 

Certains, par crainie ou 
par manque dc conviction, 
oni tout simnlement decide 
d'annuler Icur voyage. 
D'nutrcs. au coniraire. oru 
lenu a > prendre part alln 
d'icuvrer pour la paix. 

Pour les tins com me pour 
les autres. non nc pernici- 
taii de savnir -i cette reu¬ 
nion de trois jours permet- 
trait de mixJificr le cours 
actuel du processus de nor¬ 
malisation avec Israel. 

Or. Ic point dc- vuc arabe 
vis-a-vis dc la normalisa¬ 
tion scmhle avoir chance. 
L'opposiiion nc proteste 
plus contrc le fait de 
- s'a-s.scoir a la mcme tabic 
que les juris-. mais plutot 
contrc la teneur des discus¬ 
sions. 

Depuis toujours. le fait 
d'entanier une discussion 
avec un Israclien. ou 
d'acccpter son invitation it 
disculcr. dtait considere 
eomme un actc dc frahi- 
son. Adonis. Tun des plus 
brillants dcrivains arabes, a 
6 te exclu de I'associaiion 
des ferivains arabes de Da- 
mas pour avoir panicip£ 
voiia quelques annees a 
une reunion a Grenade en 
compagnie d'intellectuels 
israfliens. El il a ensuitc 
soigneusement evite de vc- 
nir en Jordanie a cause 
d'une campagne ffroce 
lancee ii son encontre. bien 
qu'il ait £le invite u animer 
des soirees dc pofsie au 
festival dc Jfrash. Pour 
avoir osd parler avec des 
Israglicns. il a eld classd 
comme un ecrivain dont 
les idfes empoisonnent la 
nouvelle generation. 

Tous les participants de 
cette reunion dc Grenade 
se sont ainsi rcirouvds sur 
la liste noire des normali- 
sateurs. Unc mesure re¬ 
prise par la suite par les 
syndicats professiopneis 
qui ont inierdii & leurs 
membres tout contact avec 
des Isradliens. sous peine 
d'expulsinn. Mais aprfes. la 
recente reunion dc Copen- 
hague. il dtait impossible 
d'appelei h l'cxpulsion de 
personnalitds tel les que 
Ad nan Abou Odch, ancien 
ambassadeur de Jordanie 
aux Nations-Unies. 

Les oppusanLs a la dd- 
elarution de Copenhague 
ont done changd de tac- 
tique. Leurs attaques por¬ 
tent nujourdliui sur le con- 
tenu mcme de cette 
declaration finale el non 
contre 1 'idde d'un dialogue 
avec les Israf liens. Les re- 
proches sc concentrenl sur 
la question de Jdrusalem. 
des colonies et du droit au 
retour pour les rdfugids pa¬ 
lestiniens. Hormis la ques¬ 
tion du droit au retour, 
tous ces points figurent 
dans le document de Co¬ 
penhague. Mais ses ddtrac- 
teurs reprochent aux au- 
jourd'hui aux participants 
de ne pas avoir consacrd 
assez de temps et 
cf importance fe ces sujets 
brillants, et non d' avoir 
abordd ces sujets en eom- 
pagnie d'intellectuels israd 
liens. ■ 

Sa’eda Kilani 


L'aide financiere 

inteniationale joucra un role 
crucial dans la mise en place 
dune administration palesti- 
nienne competentc et dans le 
red res se ment deonomique du 

pavs... tant qu’une reelle dyna- 
mique d'inveslissement prive 
nc se mertra pas en place. 

La signature de la Declara¬ 
tion de pri napes du 13 septem- 
hre 1993 constitue un jalon im¬ 
portant dans la reconnaissance 
muiuelle enlre Isratil et 
^Organisation de liberation de 
la Palestine tOLPi. Elle a en- 
clenche un processus certcs si- 
nueux et seme d'embuehes 
mais qui. ii plus ou mnins long 
terms. Jevait - trugiquement - 
deboueher sur un Etat palesti- 
nien dote de 1 ‘esscnticl des at- 
trihuts de la souvcrjineie. Les 
cvcnements uui sc sont succd- 
des depuis cette date attestent a 
la fois I irrcversibilitc du pro¬ 
cessus et la determination de 
j,es adxcrsaircs a le laire avor- 
ler. 

Consciemc de la ncccssite de 
wuienir le processus entame a 
Madrid lors de la conference de 
1991. consolide u Washington 
en septembre 1993 puis aTaba 
avec I'aecord d'Oslo II en 1995. 
la communauie intemationale 
s'est mobilisce pour promettre 
une aide cconomiquc cl pnm- 
ver que Ij paix nc vient pas 
-les mains xides- el quelle 
aura des retombecs. positives 
sur touies les patties Pour 
Israel d'abord. qui par le biais 
d’une normalisation de scs rela¬ 
tions avec les pays arabes et la 


845 millions de 
dollars pour 1997 

Yasser Arafat a pr 6 vu pour 
1997 un programme d’inves- 
lissements de 845 millions de 
dollars en Cisjoidanie ct dans 
ia bande de Gaza, dont la pan 
du lion i42%) devrait etre 
consacree aux infraslructurcs. 
34 pays donateurs et 12 insti¬ 
tutions financifcres intema- 
tionales. rdunies en novetnbre 
dernier Paris, lui ont promis 
de satisfaire cede demande.B 


fin du boycott arabe ver- 
rait son economie prns- 
perer. Pour les Elats 
arabes ensuite. qui en 
crevant enfin eel a bees 
de fixation qu'est le eon- 
flit isradlo-arabc. de- 
vraient reduirc leur bud¬ 
get militaire et pouvoir 
consacrer leurs maigres 
rcssources financieres 
au developpemenL Et 
pour les Palestiniens en¬ 
fin. qui bendficicraicnt 
d'un soutien financier 
intema-iional suffisant 
pour installer leur ad¬ 
ministration. rehabiliter 
leurs infrastructures et 
investir dans des projets 
de developpement. 

A cel effet. une Con¬ 
ference de soutien ii la 
paix au Moycn-Orienl 
s e.st tenuc le ler octobre 
I*J93. un Comite de liaison ad 
hoc s'est mi> en place le 5 no- 
vcmbrc l q 93 ct un groupc con- 
suluiif s'est organise le 16 de- 
ccmhre 1993. La Banque 
mondiale devaii assumcr un 
role dirigeant dans la mohilisj- 
lion de I'aidc. Mais e'est I'Union 
europeenne qui allaii eirc la 
principale region donatricc. 

De maniere genera le. la com- 
munauic intemationale a pro- 
mis Obn 430 000 dollars pour 
1994 et 721 110 OHO dollars 
pour 1995. mais les somnies 
reelle ment dehoursdes sc sont 
cl**vA»« i: seulemeni 496 7.0 
000 dollars en 1994 (soil 55 ^ 
de moins que les montan Is 
promis* ct 2b2 950 000 dollars 
en 19^5 <40 “r de moins >. 

Ces chi fi res appellent cer- 
taines remarques. La premiere 
est que la communauie iniema- 
lionalc n'a pas respecie scs en¬ 
casements a 1‘cgard des Palcs- 
tinlens. La secondc est que le 
piloiase dc l'aide deonomique 
est con fid a la Banque mondialc 
alors que I'Europe a foumi plus 
du quart de I'aidc totale en 1994 
et plus dc 35 % en 1995. La 
iroisicme est que les organisa¬ 
tions non gouvemementales 
lONGl eirangfcres ont ddpensd 
des sommes modiques en Pa¬ 
lestine (22 millions de dollars 



Syndicats 

Les ingenieurs dans la rue^ 

Trois mille ingenieurs ont manifests 
mecontentement en organisant un 

Ils demandent Vapplication d un protocol ■ 
d’accord signe en novembre avec le gouvememenff^ 


Des travaiUeurs palestiniens surun chantier dc Jerusalem en 93. 


cn 1994 et seulentenl S millions 
cn 1995i. 

En outre, les houclages tre- 
quents de> enclaves urbaines 
placces sous le comrolc dc 
I'Autoritc pjlcstinicnnc ont qu.i- 
siment .mnule lev cffels bcnc- 
liquo de l'aide publique aux 
territoircs palestiniens. Au- 
jourd’hui. la situation econo- 
mi que dans ccs territoircs cm 
pi re qu'.nanl I'aecord d’Oslo I. 
Les c\r M *rtjtions palcstinicnncs 
continuent d'etre entraxces par 
I'autoriie J'«»ecupation La cir¬ 
culation des marchandises a 
fintcrieur de la Cisjordanic ct 
de Gaza est const am ment con- 
trariee par les couvrc-leux el 
les houclages. Par ailleurs. 
f interdict ion faiie aux traxail- 
leurs palestiniens dc *-e rendre 
cn Israel c«m>time un manque a 
gagner dont sou l i re toute la 
population. Le coin de ccs me- 
sures a represente NJ0 millions 
de dollars en 1^15 et s'annonce 
encore plus lourd pour 1996. 

Les ONG europeennes ont 
etc pnrticuliercment actives en 
Palestine depuis I'lntifada. Plus 
d'une ceniaine sont impliquees 
dans different* projeLs de deve- 
loppcment ou dc rehabilitation. 
Bcaucoup d'enire dies ont be- 
nfificie de l'aide bilaterale pour 
financer leurs activites. Cer- 


taines ont accede a des fends 
communautaircs. Leur tra\ ail 
a etc fjcilite par ^existence 
d'un rdvMu .i»ociaiil particu- 
licrement vigoureux en Pales¬ 
tine et d'ONG locale- cfricaces. 
il cm lort probable qu it I avenif 
I'Au tonic palc-tinicr.no cher- 
chcra a reglcmemcr faction des 
ONG et exigera dexcrcer un 
plus grand controle >ur le choix 
des projets a financer ainsi que 
>ur la comptabiliie des ONG. 
Si Ic souci de la iran-parence 
est legitime. Ic risque e»i grand 
dc voir la socicte civile mise 
sou? controle d'une autorite ta- 
tillonno et centralisatrice. 

Pour finir. l'aide publique 
. aux Palestiniens sest averee 
rdativenieni modeste au regard 
des besoins Pour lesseniiel. 
die a servi a financer les a-J- 
minisiraiions. l:i police. Ics uni- 
versites ct divers irais de fonc- 
lionnemenl. Cost une situation 
malsainc qui ne doit pas se pro- 
longer de I agon excessive. 
Mais pour que les Palestiniens 
puissent subvenir a leurs be¬ 
gins. il e>t indispensable que 
le processus de paix dehouche 
sur une economic desenclavee 
cl un Etat independanL Pour 
fheure. la paix arrive au 
compte-gouttes: une sorte de 
paix au rabais. B 


ENQUETE 
Le Jourdain 

Repondez a 
cette enquete et 
gagnez pour 50 
dinars de litres 
en franqais. 


Libmirie Philadelphia 

Uvres en fran 9 ais: 

■ Livres de poche 

■ Ouvrages d'art 

La librairie Philadelphia vous propose chaque jour 
des rabais differents allant de 5 a 10% selon la 
catggorie de livres. Le lundi, vous benefictez d une 
remise de 7% sur tous les livres en fran 9 ais. 

Librairie Philadelphia (Garden street), face a ia 
mosquee Tabaa. Tel: 605 861_ 


Dr. Bichara Khader 

Direcieitr du Centre d'Sludcs 
et de recherche sur le 
niunde aruhe coniemporain 


Malgre des conditions 

meUSorolosdques paiticuiiere- 
ment defavorables. environ 
trois mille ing£nieure du sec- 
leurs prive et public ont lenu 
samedi dernier un sit-in devant 
le ministere des Travaux pu¬ 
blics et du LogemenL 

Quelques ingenieurs por- 
taient leur parapluie dans une 
main et leur pancarte dans une 
autre. d'auires preferanl 
s'abriter sous une lente installee 
sur le ironoir. 

Face ii eux- les forces de 
fordre proufgaient le ministere. 
les pones du bad mem reslam 
fermees devant les manifes- 
tanis. 

..Nous nous battrons pour 
nos droits'. Ce slogan figurant 
sur des banderoles explique la 
raison de cc mouvement de 
protestation. En novembre 
dernier, un protocole d'accord 
avail ete signe enlre le gou- 
vernement el Is syndicai des in- 
genicurs jordaniens (SIT*, le 
plus important des douze syn- 
dica'.s professionnels que 
eompte le pays. Celui-ci repon- 
dait aux principals exigences 
des ingenisurs employes dans 
le secteur public, a savoir une 
amelioration des conditions de 
travail et une augmentation sa- 
lariaie. 'Quand nous avons si¬ 
gne Ic protocolc avcc ie goa- 
cemcir.cnt. nous a\'ons decide 
dc lui donr.er trois 
mois pour i'cppiijurr* 
explique Laiih Chbei- 
!aL president du SIJ. 

■ Le !S jam ter de\-ai r 
done etre la date bu- 
toir. Or. rien n'avait 
etc fan. et nous cr.ons 
decide de lui Conner 
encore un mois. - 
Fatigues d'attendre. 
ies ing’enieurs ont cette 
fois decide d'agir et 
dexprimer publique- 
ment leur mecontente- 
mcni. 

Lc protocole pre- 
voyait ia erf at ion d'un 
comite special charge 
de surveilier Impli¬ 
cation des accords. 

Mais ee comitd n'a vtj 
ie jour que le 14 fe- 
vrier dernier. 

Husni Abou Ghaida. 
vice-president du SLI, 
se moque de 1 'attitude 


reclamations des ingenieurs. • memc aujourd’lud 
* Depuis novembre, seulement 
quelques articles ont ete par- 
liellanem appliques, et settle¬ 
ment pour 10% des ingenieurs 
du secteur public• explique-t-il. 

*Nos revendiccaions portent es- 
seniiellement sur laugmen¬ 
tation des salaires et ta promo¬ 
tion des ingenieurs au sein de 
l'administration. * Actuelle- 

ment, les ingenieurs ddbutent 
au 6 &ne dchelon de 
1 'administration qui en eompte 
huh Or. ils souhaitent pouvoir 
acceder directement au 5feme 
fchekm, mieux paye. 

De son cote, le mimstre des 
Travaux publics et du Loge- 
ment Abdoul Hadi 
considere lui ce sit-in injustifie. 
est imam que le gouvemement a 
rtpcmdu h toutes les exigences 
des ingfnieurs. 


De nouveQes actions 

en prevision 

rfii 19SS. le gouvemement a 
bttisse de 40ft les salaires des 
ingenieurs. En 1992, il les a 
rec\ m alues de /4ft et il reste en¬ 
core 26ft a rest inter* explique 
Abu Ghaida. Le salaire moyen 
d'un ingfnieur du secteur public 
au 6 ftme echelon tourne au- 
jourdliui entre 110 et 120 JD. 
«Nous reclamons done une red- 
valuation de 26 ft. bien que la 


Laith ChbeilaL 
Sur les 35.000 mg^meura i^- 
jordaniens. 2300 trovmllent^v ^ 
dans'le secteur public et 
. ran 5000 travail lent dans 
teur- serai-Fttiblic. Des v - : 

nieuns du secteur pny 6 tt _^.. 
participaienl cux aussi M sat- 5 ^/^ 

'in. - sOi'-'-f-'} 

Importc quel changemenimg r - 

dans les conditions tie 
du secteur public va P r 9^ a ^f{p^ 
ment avoir des rcpcrcusswm 
sur le secteur pri\'e*. 
un ingfinieur du secteur. 

• «Le patron d’une sociite pfivee-^ Jp} 
ne pern pas- nous refuser - 

qvcmiiiges- accordes - ..pat 
ministire*. Gn jugetnetrt : 4 WiW 7 >'.: 

g <5 par Khaled El BnurmLqirfr-^^ 
sident de I'assochuion repnfesen*--?^-; 
tant les ingenieurs 
r Notts souhaitons qu’il n’y 
pas de differences entre'testm-^.-^f 
genicurs". Pouf IuL lapt&CBct *"-*' ] 
de tous prouve ia solidwiBS: d» * j 
syndicaL ' 

Le SU scrubaite pem rsniyre 4 
ce mouvement dc protestation <.v^! 
si ies revemtications des mg 6 rv -v_- 
-nreurs ne sont pas CTteodudL,:^^^ 
Un autre sit-in est 
samedi procham devant les } 

reaux du Premier mroistre^ A^; v. 
doul Karim Kabariti.' pt ■■ -< 

. . Oroub 



Trois mille ingSnieurs tenaient samedi un sit-in devant Ie 
ministere des Travaux publics et du LogemenL 


Peinture 


La large palette d’Amanda Shehadeh 

Jeune artiste peintre de 23 ans, Amanda Shehadeh expose pour la premiere 
fois au Centre culturelfrangais d’Amman EUe y presente un travail 
d oil emanent d la fois des sentiments de douceur et d anxiete. 


Afin de mieux connairre son lectorat et de r^pondre a ses attentes, ie Jourtiiun 
lance une enqufete auprfes de ses lecteurs avec le concours de la libraine 
Philadelphia. Pendant trois semaines, le questionnaire ci-dessous sera puolie 
dans la page fran?ais du Star. Le 11 mars, un des questionnaires ren Y°y® s au 
Star sera tire au sort et i’heureux vainqueur se verra remettre pour 50 dinars 
de livres en francais.Vous pouvez renvoyer ie questionnaire a cette adresse. 
The Star ou par E-mail: A Olivier Bras 

Enquete Le Jourdain Star@nets.comJo 

P.O.Box 9313 

Amman _ 


La naissance etia 

vie d'Amanda Shehadeh sont 
une ceuvre de creation et de 
rapprochement entre plusieurs 
cultures. L'Angleterre. oil elle a 
nass 6 la plus longue p 6 riode de 
sa vie. Ia France, ou elle 
possede des racines matemelles 
corses, et enfin la Palestine, 
son grand amour cl terre de son 


pere. 

Amanda a eu «d eureka de 
l’an>- a rage de quinze ans, Elle 
commence alors a dessiner des 
paysages sur des planches de 
bois que son p 6 re remisait au 
grenier. 

Cette vocation precoce lui 
donne envie de suivre un en- 
seignement arostique. Elle 6 tu- 


Nora: 

Nationalite: 


Activite: 


Age: Telephone: 

Lisez-vous reguiierement le Jourdain (precisez la Erequence)? 


Comment avez-vous decouvert la page en franqais? 


11 Pour quelles raisons achetez-vous Le Jourdain? 


Quel type d'informations recherchez-vous dans le Jourdainf politique, culture^.)?] 



Souhaiteriez-vous trouver dans Ie Jourdain plus d'informations sur la France ou t 
bien preferez vous un traitement en franqais de l'actualitl jordauienne? 6 


1 Pr^fereriez-vous trouver une traduction k cote des articles en franqais? 
Si oui, une traduction en quelle langue, arabe ou anglais? 


C’estla vie 

L'agenda franqais d'Amman . 
Cinema 

Cycle -Les enfants au dnema^. , . . 

Le 3 mars a 2Dh30 au CCCL, Au revotr les enfants, de 

Louis Malle (1987). 

Peinture 

Amanda Shedadeh. jusqu'au 6 mars, au CCCL_ 


-diera pendant quatre ans au 
Maidstone Art College, dans 
le sud de I'Anglelerre. Elle ap- 
prend a traduire ses rSves et 
ses impressions sur une toile. 
«Je fais de mes images et de 
mes sentiments une sorte de 
tissu qui ressemble au monde 
auquel j'appartiens, et dont je 
peux toucher les reliefs», ex¬ 
plique Amanda - Shehadeh. 
«J'essaye d'exprimer ce que je 
n'arrive pas ii dire par la pa¬ 
role ou bien par Vicrit * 

Les sujets des tableaux 
d'Amanda Shehadeh nous font 
vivre la n£alit£ de 1 'artiste, ses 
souhaits, ses desirs et ses 
rSves. Dans sa peinture, cette 
jeune artiste cheiche & aborder 
des thirties qui peuvent etre 
compris par le specia- 
teur. de fagon h le 
toucher dans ses sen¬ 
timents. 

Sa maTlrise des 
techniques artistiques 
est encore h l' 6 tai 
d'exploraiion et elle 
ne cesse de cravailler 
sur les formes et les 

cou leurs. Amanda 
Shehadeh parvient h 
dfvelopper un lan- 
gage et k I'utiliser de 
fa^on simple et douce 
dans ses tableaux de 
fa^on h faire partager 
son monde aux spec- 
tateurs. ii dfgage de 
son travail une im¬ 
pression de purete et 
de transparence qui 
reflfete I'fime d’une ar¬ 
tiste fragile. 

La douceur des 
tons utilises ne doit 


cependant pas faire oublier 
le message qui perce dans cer- _ 
taines de ses oeuvres. «Mes ori -rtf 
gines palestiniennes prvvo- 
quent en moi emotion et fiertil 
et me donnenl une certaine 
combativiti afin d'etre mieux 
entendue» explique Amanda 
Shehadeh. 

En apprenam & vivre au sein 
de plusieurs societ£s, Amanda 
Shehadeh a appris h s'ouvrir 
aux autres. *Partout ou j'ai 
vecu, j'ai ressenti ia plenitude 
de man integration.» Une inte¬ 
gration rfiussie qui hii permet 
de proposer une peinture trfes 
riche s'inspirant de nombreuses 
influences. ■ 


Chedid Abdallah 
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Activities 


Royal Cultural Centre.. 

American Centre Library. 

British Council... 

French Cultural Centre. 

Goethe Institute. 

Cervantes Institute (Spanish).. 

Turkish Cultural Centre. 

Haya Ans Centre. 

Y.W.C.A. 

Y.W.M.A.. 

Danu al Funun. 

Alia Art Gallery.. 

Baladna An Gallery.... 

Nabil Ai Mashini The:;"re....... 

Nabii & Hi sham's Theatre. 


, 66IQ2W7 

.820101 

.. 636147/8 
.... 637009 

.641993 

.... 610858 
.... 639777 

. 665195 

....641793 

....664251 

.643253 

.... 639303 
...657132 
.... 675571 
.625155 


Concord Cinema. 67742U 

Plaza Cinema....<tW923S 

Philadelphia Cinema.6.34144 

Sports Clubs 

Ai Hussein Sports Ciiv.667181/5 

Orthodox Club..'.810491 

Royal Automobile Club.SI5-* 10 

Royal Shooting Club...736572 

■ Royal Chess Club.67.371.3 

Royal Racing Club.09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Club.676990 

Amman Mun. Library.......63611J 

Univ. of Jordan Library.843555 

R-S.C.N.8379.31/837937 



Government Depts. 


■ j ycur AdvftiCGxtr.t Graphic arid on :rc (i.’cct.-or.-c £i»g.-. Boord-; or. r.*it I 
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The Prime Ministry. 

Amman Greater Municipality. 

Agriculture. 

Aitiijf li Islamic Affairs. 

Culture Jaha) Amman. 

EJ^-uUnn Ac Higher Education .... 

Energy Si Mineral Resources. 

f.rsn.'e . 

r rc:rn 3 flairs . 

Industry \ Trade. 

Jr.*. rmat:-»n ... 

icierior M:msir> . 

Jjstue . 


■ 641211 Labour. 

. 636111 Municipalities & Environment, 

086151 Parliamentary Affairs. 

• 666141 Planning . 

036391 Pom & Communications. 

669181 Public Health . 

815615 Public Works & Housing . 

636321 Social Development. 

644361 Supplies. 

66.319 J Tourism & Antiquities. 

.641467 Transport. 

663111 Water & Irrigation. 

. 6h3101 Youth / Universttv. 


.69S186 

—641393 

. 641211 

.644466 

. 624301 

.665131 

. 665481 

. 673191 

. 602121 

. 64231t 

.641461 

. 680100 

.604701 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian.641271/2 

Australian.673246/7 

Austrian.644635 

Bahraini.66414W9 I 

Brazilian . 642183 

Belgian.675683 

Bulgarian . 818151 

Canadian . 666124 

Chilean . 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech .b7l813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.6U3703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French . 641273/4 

German. 689351 

Greek. 671331/2 

Hungarian.815614 

Icelandic Consulate. 69885! 

Indian. 637262 

Indonesian. 8289 M 

Iraqi. 639331 

Italian.63SI85 

Japanese . 672486/7 

Kuwaiti. 675135/8 

Libyan. 693101/3 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate.... 636720 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy. 644932/4 

Omani. 686155 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine.677517 

People's Rep. of China. 666139 

Philippines . 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari. 682666 

Romanian. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian . 814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki.683905/704960 

South Korean. 660745/6 

South Africa.811194 

Spanish.614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish. 669177/9 

Swiss. 68641 6/7 

Syrian . 641076 

Taiwan. 671530 

Tunisian. 674307/8 

Turkish . 641251 

U.A.E. -643347/643341 

United Kinedom.823100 

United States. 820101 

Yemen. 642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

1CRC.688645 

UNDP/WFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA. 607398 

UNICEF.. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airiines 

Adria Airways.667029 

Aeroflot.641510 

Aeromexico. 694802 

Air Canada.630879 

Air France-666055/667824 

Air India .688301/2 

Air Lanka .682140 

Alitalia.625203 

Alycmda tAir yemen).653691 

America' West Airlines_694802 

American Airlines.669068 

AraffWings.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways .828801 

Cathay Pacific.628596 

China Airiines. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Delta Air Lines.643661 

Egypt Air.630011 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hungarian Airiines. 622275 

Iberia.-.637827/644036 

Iran A ir. 622826 

Japan AirLines ....630879 

KLM ...622175 

Korean Airiines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

PhilUppine Airlines.640200 

PI A . 625981 

Polish Airlines .62598 J 

Qantas.862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia.. 639333 

Scandinavian Airiines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

i Syrian Air. 622147 

United Airiines.641959 

USAir.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways. 637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Aiipon.(08) 53200 

RJ Flight. Info.(08) 53200 


Aqaba Hoteis 


AJ-Cazar . 314131 

Aqaba.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquamarina 1.316250 

Coral Beach.313521 

Holiday Int'I.312426 

Miramar.314340 


\lmportant Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police .192/621111 

Civil Defence H Q. |M3/l‘>x/|gi) 

Fire Brigade.622(WU/93 

Ambulance. 199 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Traffic Police.625‘»43/6.V)7t)3 

Traffic Accidents.X97467/S 

Highway Police.7X7 i 11 

Hospitals 

Aklch Matcrnitv .<*424-41/2 

Al-Ahli. Ahdali.(Mi4 164/0 I 

Al-Bashir. Ashratieh..,.775111/2<» j 

Al-Mu:isher Hospital. 667227/9 j 

Aina! Hospital.t>74 1 55 

At my. Murka.K‘)lt»l 1/15 

Hussein Medical Centre . X1JX13 
llalian-Al-MuhJjreen ....77711)1/3 
Jahal Amman Malemiry.. 642562 

Khulcdi Maternity.6442X1/6 

Malhaz. J. Amman. 636141 

Palestine. Shmeisani .... 664171/4 
Queen Alia Hospital... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic. Ahdali... 666127/37 
University Hospital. 845X45 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints.6661X1 

Hold complaints. 0X/532UU 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.65639(3/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info.75U981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 
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SINESS 


■F Co j > 1/0 /t 
^ Hotel Suites 

Luxury Tel 

Comfort - 
ff Service ' 
Location 


Sweifvieh 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 





r*. B2gc i{ ff. £gn ^ 

Special offer 

From 1 until 30 April 
Large Pizza for Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 


FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 


CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room 



Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 


To Advertise in this 
space, call us at' 


Cafe Restaurant 

Different 

Wi-Y 



Your first choice in Aqaba 

AQABA GULF HOTEL . 

- i 

* * * * 

• • i 

For reservations call (03) 316636 1 

Fax (03) 318246 | 



Head Office At MOtJ.ir Sir. . " 
TOr 1-4x: "Kll.Sl 1 >' 




FOR (WICK SERVICES 

* Professional Drycleaning. v 

*Shoes Repair 1 §5&£U ) 

* Doming \Kas£/ 

^Engraving 

* Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Tel: 679947 & 821656 


5T«(S- 


Safewav-Tel: 685311 


The <jcn:is;: Fa 

Boutiquev Fareact: 




Ammon 


SHIPPING *. TRANSPORT 


uef U4 M-OnJfe if 



Ptaa 

-Hut 

'.’'Grid's Sir.’! 'PUzz Chas.: 

“ Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid \s meal ’’ 

■Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 
row a: Pizza Jiu: 





True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel:314131/2. 


Many Villas ^ Apartcments 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rem & Sale 

for more information please 
call 


Tel. 810605- 810609- 
865605. Fax. 810520 
Ahdoun. Almouhtascb Center. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 



T el :666705 


•' ..: y 




Beauty Institute 

O Fscuil- 

O ficS\ .-kin irt^uni h: .. ’ 

© Mali.up • i ?-<< 

O Eurnpccr manicure: -X , 
ludscwcs 





Make Car 
Rental Simple 


i - -■ w' ^ ^ 


i« .-ji OmSKl 


Funny Bunny Funny Bunny 


THE BIGGEST 
THE MUST 
DELICIOUS 
AND CERTAINLY 
THE BEJTT 
HUM BERGER IN 
TOWN 

.. Burger. Roast. 

^ Chicken 

Mnidiliiuh \tniuisiv,irjii M 




NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 





mBmWhi 


The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahlivyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily I2:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 



jc 6 ffhjwro Bj RID BERGER 
wilts k ms ViYEWT Y f 

Al- Jaher Shopping Center , Mecca St. Phone : 821656 & 814714 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 






J* 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


Wasfi Al- Tal SL 

Tel: 695180 
Fax: 682525 


bbiage carriage RentaCar carriage carriage 


we offen- 

v Compuierized Engine Check v Electro Mechanical car check 
*i- Auiomalic •& Manual car wash services 4* wheel balance maintanartce •=- 

Oil Change 1 3. 

Wasfi 41-Ta) SL Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 



p Not all u cafe \ “ are 
fS created equal 
is 4 Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Gel 
Away From It All 


"V . ?«* • 

' • - i 1 ^ 


Ab Shmeisani, Near Ata Ali, Middle East Bank Bldg. Tel 
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Time into the Internet, through your home TV: 


Web TV, just another 
home appliance 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Special to The Star 


THE PROLIFERATION of 
computer use amongst both 
home and business users has 
made the forecasts about 
computers eventually becom¬ 
ing regular home appliances, 
very plausible. * 

Indeed, in many countries 
the situation has almost 
reached that stage. 

According to a 
report on telecommu¬ 
nications indicators 
published by the 
International Tele¬ 
communications 
Union, the United 
States is the world's 
leader with 27 comput¬ 
ers per 100 people in 
1995 and 3.1 Internet 
hosts per 100.000 
people. 

The G-7'.s average (the 
industrial nations of US. Can¬ 
ada. UK. Germany. Japan. 
France and Italy) was 17 
computers per JU» people 
and 1.6 Internet hosts per 
100.000 people. 

While the lack of reliable 
information on Jordan's IT 
situation makes estimating 
the extent of computer pro¬ 
liferation an almost impossi¬ 
ble task, the three main Inter¬ 
net hosts in the country make 
it quite simple to calculate 
the extent of Internet hosts 
proliferation in the Kingdom; 
it is a mere 0.075 per 100.000 
people. Less than five percent 
of the Internet hosts ratio in 
the G-7 countries. This 
stresses the need for coordi¬ 
nated public and private 


efforts rewards remedying 
this unacceptable situation of 
a very minimal use of infor¬ 
mation technology in Jordan, 
which negatively affects Jor¬ 
dan’s prospects for economic 
development. 

Many would attribute the 
very low proliferation of com¬ 
puter and IT use in Jordan to 
the high investment costs of 
buying computer equipment, 
given people's priorities for 
securing basic life 
necessities. 
Therefore, the 



new development that makes 
the utilization of the Internet 
possible without the need for a 
computer, seems set to induce 
Internet usage in industrial¬ 
ized. as well as developing 
nations. This new technology 
allows for regular Internet 
access wherever there is a tele¬ 
vision and a telephone line— 
which arc ubiquitous house 
hold appliances by many 
developing nations' standards. 

One company that offers 
such services is the US-based 
WebTV which promises its 
customers that (hey will have 
Internet access from their TVs 
in 15 minutes after the needed 
equipment is purchased. The 


service utilizes a product from 
Philips culled the Magna Vox 
which includes all needed 
equipment to start using your 
regular TV and telephone line 
tosurf the Internet. 

The WebTV service allows 
for the Internet features of 
World Wide Web. Email and 
newsgroups. Of course. FTP 
(File Transfer protocol) is not 
an option, given that there is 
no computer HardDrive unto 
which files can be downloaded. 
The WebTV product also fea¬ 
tures extensive control options 
that provide parents or 
schools with the ability to 
prevent access to web 
pages deemed unfit for 
their children or students, 
in addition to the ability 
- to make the email option 
unavailable for use by 
these children (to safe¬ 
guard against “talking to 
strangers"). 

WebTV (http:// 

webiv.nen also advertises 
that its service includes custo¬ 
mized and easily accessible 
banks of information on the 
Internet such as travel guides, 
phone directories, cartoons, 
stock quotes and news. 
WebTV's fees of $19.95 per 
month arc on par with other 
Internet service providers in 
the US. Of course, not needing 
a computer, makes this service 
more affordable for many. 

The potential for such tech¬ 
nology is tremendous (espe¬ 
cially for countries where com¬ 
puter costs arc still a major 
obstacle in the spread on Inter¬ 
net use;- schools and house¬ 
holds everywhere can readily 
start Internet-based research 


What you should know about the Internet email privacy: 

Internet’s walls have ears too! 


By Ala' Shahin 

Special to The Star 


EMAIL IS the most common 
activity performed by users 
online. Whether you use 
email for personal and/or 
business correspondence, 
there is one fact you should 
know : Your email is by no 
means private! 


better protected and can't be 
seen by “Cyber postal 
Clerks’’ or any prying eyes. 

There are some programs 
that can help you send 
encrypted email. They are 
available for Internet email 
packages, but they are use¬ 
less for 


vacy rights section in every 
application form for online 
services. This should state 
that the service provider 
guarantees the privacy of the 
email on their system. 


through the 


- V- Jj-hJL* V 1 '- *■ 



Useful analogy 
Sending email has 
much in common with 
sending a postcard over 
traditionalmail. When 
sending a postcard . 
there is no envelope, so . v 
your message can be 
read easily by any postal - 
clerk along the way. 

Email could be read by 
sysops and net adminis¬ 
trators You can think of Beware: Somebody could be listen- 
them us "Cyber postal ing in on your email 
clerks". Although most 


Faxing 
Internet 

Most information provid¬ 
ers in Jordan offer email-to- 
fax services. Using such 
services to send faxes, 
through your email 
account, can save you 
considerable costs. How¬ 
ever. what applies to 
email privacy applies to 
this service as well. Faxing 
using the traditional fax- 
to-fax method is much 
more secure, but obviously 
much more expensive too. 


“Cyber postal clerks” arc too 
busy to look at every mail 
delivered, there is no guaran¬ 
tee to your privacy. You 
should be aware of the risks 
involved in sending “sensi¬ 
tive” personal or business 
data over email. In addition 
to “Cyber postal clerks”, 
hackers may he able to see 
your email as well. 


the software 
BBs. 


used by local 


Encryptions Your email 
envelope 

Encryption is a method of 
cosine data (email messages 
in our case) to prevent unath- 
orised access. Encryption is 
equivalent to sending a post¬ 
card in an envelope so that it 
can’t be seen by the postal 
clerks. Now. your email is 


The local BBS case 

If this is the case as far as 
the Internet is concerned, 
(hen the case of local BBSs 
i.\ worse for a number of rea¬ 
sons. First of all. encryption 
software usually does not 
work with the software used 
hy a BBS. Another reason is 
that most BBSs don’t have 
direct internet emailing so 
.messages stay on the server 
for prolonged times before 
delivery. 

Local mail stay on the sys¬ 
tem and is thus even more 
vulnerable than Internet 
email. 

There is a need for a pri- 


Your minimum precau¬ 
tions for protection 

Here are some tips to help 
you reduce the risk involved 
in using email: 

■ Don’t send sensitive 

data through email such as 
credit cord numbers, classi¬ 
fied business documents 

and critical personal 

information. 

■ Use direct faxing for 
critical documents. 

■ Use encryption software 
if it is possible. 

■ Change your passwords 
on a regular basis and use 
different passwords on dif¬ 
ferent services if you have 
access to more than one ser¬ 
vice. Good luck and safe 
emailing! ■ 
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A need for more 

computerization 


AFTER ALL these years of covering the J°T‘J “ liin 1 “ I ^ 

ptrter market, and detailing it» rfLeloonients 

reminded by a friend that, in spite of a|l *e devmopmenus 

that have taken place, there are; still so 
there who.don’t know the first thing U of 

Seldom do we stop for a moment to consideftthe^ ^ 
thousands of people in the Jordanian woric fore icu| ^J 

never been exposed to computing, t e*poc*«JiY_ -P outside 
rr..-._J and mostly in ureas aumw. 
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The ‘modem Jordanian office'-is a 

exist but only in a minority of busuKfses w ■ ■ ^ 
There is a lot of work yet to be 

businesses in the country have already heard of . - .■ 

paring could do for them, but have not ^P h ^ p y ^ onortlic }\ 
Here it is important ro point out that ji re the ec^ ^ | 

aspects that could be the main reason. After a • D , 

level computer serup—- including printer—- costs aro 
1,000 minimum. Such a sum is a financial barrier for 


I Orph ar 
I cries an 
! head 


many. 


email: shahiu@go.coni.jo 


and education without the need 
lor budget straining computer 
investments. The same goes lor 
government agencies, hospitals 
and all organizations that have u 
need for using the Internet for 
communications and research 
hut can’t afford the computer 
hardware and training invest¬ 
ments. By incorporating the use 
or the Internet into a very famil¬ 
iar household appliance like the 
TV and the phone line, another 
barrier of entry would be 
knocked down. 

With such clear advantages 
and a big market potential, the 
starting of companies like 
WebTV around the world 
should only he a matter of time. 

Soon many people will he 
tunning in to the Internet rather 
than surfing it! ■ 

email: 

Abbassi @NETS.ComJo 


T.E.N. delivers Motorola 
products to Jordanain market 


’TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
,& Networks (TEN), a data 
(communications specialist, has 
(been appointed by Motorola as 
tihe sole distributor for all Mot¬ 
orola data communications 
^products in Jordan. 

. TEN offers a 
.range of Motoro¬ 
la modems, rout¬ 
ers. switchers 
and general net¬ 
working equip¬ 
ment 

The company 
has been success¬ 
fully marketing 
Motorola mo¬ 
dems. due to 
their high quality 
and competitive 


The Motorola 3400 
in'particular, offering 28.8 
kbps, is attractive to all types 
of users. 

For more information, con¬ 
tact TEN on telephone ++ 962 
6 643322. ■ 







For example, most lawyers in the 
writers in their offices, whenever a typedI letter or c . s . 
is required. Also, the majority of doctor clinics m the c - 
try still follow manual filing systems. Moving away’ ; 

the professions, one type of business in particular standt 
out in Jordan, in terms of under-computerization. - 

Retail businesses, shops and stores, suffer from titue or 
no computerization. All over the world, even the smallest-, 
shops are realizing the benefits of adopting Point-ur-^ai^ 
systems that also assist in inventory records. These systems.- 
are actually personal computers linked to cash fills. ■ 
Sometimes. 1 wonder how come most of the supposedly- 
up-market shops, in. West Amman haven’t installed them.. 
Still, there are encouraging signs in many pharmacies*, 
video stores and other specialist shops. . ’ ^ 

Well, any way, it’s just a thought worth constdenng tnap 
the whole so-called ‘computer revolution’ in Jordan has 1 : 
hardly scratched the surface of the actual potential of areas* 
and fields in which computing should be applied. 

Is this good news to computer vendors and sales compa¬ 
nies? I don’t know about that, but I’m sure technology wui 
continue Its march onwards in Jordan. Coupled with price., 
drops in computing equipment, even the most resistant, 
businesses and professionals will give in. It’s just a matter/, 
of time. ■ 

****** 
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‘Mopiers* to come your way 


liM 


CROSS A Hewlett-Packard LaserJet printer with a copier 
and what do you get? Well, if you still don't know, you get 
a Mopier, and you can even get it in Jordan, courtesy of 
Scientific & Medical Supplies Co. (SMS) - - 
The Hewlett-Packard LaserJet 5Si Mopier is an impres¬ 
sive product that represents a new trend in Office equip¬ 
ment. If you're going to make a trip to the copier to photo¬ 
copy something and another trip to the printer, tq pick up a 
printed document, why not merged both tasks iniorine trrp. 
This case of running around the building, to finalize your, 
documents is quite true in middle and large size companies 
and organizations. Hewlett-Packard and other manufactur¬ 
ers understand this ’Mopier* craze, or whatever they would 
like to call it, will become a fact of life in multi-user envi¬ 
ronments: or at least, this technology trend will be ihpre - 
widely seen. ■ 

email: ZeId-Nasser@NETS.com Jo 
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If it could go wrong, it did for Milan 


ROME—Milan’s nightmarish 
season continued on Sunday 
when they lost 1-0 to lowly 
Perugia, had Paolo Maldini and 
Christophe Dugarry sent off 
and lost Edgar Davids with a 
broken lee. 

League leaders Juventus 
drew T-l away to 10-man Fio~ 
rentina but stayed five points 
clear of Safnpdoria who 
recorded the same result at 
Napoli. 

Milan's Italy captain Maldini 
and French international striker 
Dugarry were given their 
marching orders in the first half 
for blatantly elbowing defend¬ 
ers Marco Maierazzi and Sal¬ 
vatore Matrecano. 

Dutch international Davids 
then broke his right leg in two 
places when colliding with 
Penigia goalkeeper Luca Bucci 
on the brink of halftime. 

Reduced to nine men. Milan 
were unable to equalise Marco 
Negri's I8th-minutc header 
( and slumped to their ninth 
league defeat of the season. 

The Perugia goal underlined 
the champions' defensive 
shortcomings this season os 
Davids let Federico Giunti 
escape on the right to cross and 
veteran defender Pietro Vier- 
chowod was comprehensively 
ou(jumped by Negri. 


The 37-year-old Vierchowod 
left Perugia for Milan lasL sum¬ 
mer without kicking a ball after 
falling out with the club. 

In his desperation to save the 
match, coach Am go Sacchi pul 
his personal feud with Roberto 
Baggio to one side and sent on 
the former European Footballer 
of the Year in the second half. 

Then he brought on striker 
George Weah less than 24 
hours after the Liberian had 
played for his country in 
Tanzania. 

But it was all to no avail as 
Perugia held on for their first 
victory under manager Nevio 
Scala and Milan slid to 11th 
place in the table. . 

League leaders Juventus 
showed how to keep their cool 
under pressure, shrugging off 
the pre-match stoning of the 
team bus by Fiorentina fans to 
earn a 1-1 draw in Florence. 

Players were showered with 
glass as stones thrown by Fio- 
rentina's notorious supporters 
broke seven windows in the 
Juventus coach as it 
approached the ground. 

Alessandro Del Piero stead¬ 
ied his team's nerves with a 
neatly judged I6th-minute 
header for his eighth goal of 
the season and his 50th for 
Juve. 



Juventus looked well in con¬ 
trol until substitute Ansel mo 
Robbiati equalised four min¬ 
utes after the break. 

But Fiorentina’s 
upsetting the title 
faded after central 
Daniele Camasciale 
off for his second 


hopes of 
favourites 
defender 
was sent 
bookable 


offence—his third red card of 


the season. 

The draw moved Juve on to 
41 points from 21 matches, 
five points clear of Sampdoria 
who needed a superb 88th- 
minute equaliser from Yugo¬ 
slav sweeper Sinisa Mihajlovic 
to avoid defeat at Napoli. 

Frenchman Alain Boghos- 
sian put Napoli in front in the 


Italian football union to crack 
down on hooligans 


MILAN—Sergio Campana, head of the 
Italian players union, has called for 
British-style policing at Italy’s football 
grounds in the wake of Sunday's attack 
on the Juventus team bus. 

Windows were shattered and glass 
fragments sprayed over players and 
officials in the attack by a group of Fio¬ 
rentina fans, who ambushed the bus on 
its way to the stadium in Florence. 

No-one was injured, hut the attack 
caused outrage among leading figures 
in Italian football and "will be discussed 
at a meeting Monday by Campana’s 
union. 

Campana is particularly angry that 
none of the stone-throwers have been 
caught by the police. 

"What I can’t understand, and much 
less tolerate, is the fact that an offence 
com minted by an individual goes pun¬ 
ished—-hut when it's a group of foot¬ 
ball Ians, then impunity becomes the 
rule," he said. 


“This tolerance of gang behaviour is 
becoming dangerous," he warned, add¬ 
ing that Italy needed to learn from Brit¬ 
ain's example when it comes to crowd 
control. 

"In England, if a fan throws some¬ 
thing onto the pitch, he soon finds him- 
self in handcuffs and the following day 
he’s in court. 

"Here in Italy, people have been turn¬ 
ing a blind eye to tilings for too long." 

Sunday’s incidents, which included 
scuffles involving police and fans, fol¬ 
lowed missile-throwing earlier this 
month at Reggiana’s match against 
Parma. 

‘‘It’s not enough for the referee to 
pick the objects up and give them to the 
fourth match official as if noLhing had 
happened." Campana said. 

Fiorentina president Vittorio Cecchi 
Gori described the youths who carried 
out Sunday's attack as “delinquents, 
like those who kill people by dropping 


stones from motorway bridges”—u 
recent phenomenon in italy. 

Cecchi Gori added that he had 
offered to go in front of the Juventus 
team bus next season. 

"But these son of people would still 
throw stones." he lamented. “They are 
not Fiorentina fans and they don't even 
deserve to be talked about." 

Juventus coach Marcello Lippi, 
aware of the intense longstanding 
rivalry between Fiorentina and Juven¬ 
tus fans, said: "This match is always 
accompanied by tension, and in this 
case by an ugly episode. 

"But on the pitch, the players 
showed their concentration and their 
professionalism.” 

In the wake of Sunday’s incidents, 
there was speculation that Fiorentina 
may be punished for what happened— 
with the club possibly facing a one- 
match suspension of their home 
ground. ■ 


57th minute with ;i spectacular 
volley and the visitors looked 
destined for defeat until Mihaj- 
Jovic's 35-metre free-kick, 

Sampdoria were left to rue 
first-half efforts from Juan 
Veron. Mihajlovic and Roberto 
Mancini which all hit the 
woodwork. 

Inter rose to third, two points 
adrift of Sampdoria. after 
bringing Atlanta's 10-match 
unbeaten run to a halt with sec¬ 
ond-half goals from Youri 
Djorkaeff and Ivan Zamorano. 

Bologna drop to fourth on 32 
points after a goalless home 
draw with Udinese. Vicenza 
lead a group of three sides— 
Roma. Atalania and Parma, 
wnu play Lazio later on Sun¬ 
day—all level u.i ^1 points. 

Vicenza warmed up for the 
second leg of their Italian Cup 
semifinal against Bologna on 
Wednesday by recovering from 
Gian Pietro Piovani’s surprise 
fourth-minute opener to draw 
l-I with Piacenza. 

Roma looked set to move 
into the top five after racing 
into a 2-0 lead at home to bot¬ 
tom club Rcggiana inside nine 
minutes with goals from Fran¬ 
cesco Moriero and Francesco 
Totti. 

However, the expensively 
assembled Roma then pro¬ 
ceeded to throw the match 
away, first conceding a 65th- 
minute goal to Russian Igor 
Simutenkov. then handing the 
visitors a point with a last- 
minute own goal from another 
Russian. Omari Tetradze. ■ 
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problem’recruit 


M .Vi,, 








* 


H..-: 


By Paul Duggan and Thomas Heath 


WASHINGTON—A US Marine Corps 
Reserves spokesman said last Monday that for¬ 
mer heavyweight boxing champion Riddick 
Bowe was discharged after one week not strictly 
because he wanted out, but because he was a 
“problem” recruit who “refused to train.” 

"This was just a case of a recruit who simply 
refused to train," said Maj. Rick Long, a Marine 
spokesman at Parris Island, S.C. “There were a 
lot of occasions when he was told to do some¬ 
thing and he just said. 

‘No, i'm not going to do 
it* ’’ 

Long said the Marines 
believe Bowe wanted to 
leave and purposely 
behaved in a manner 
that left the Marines lit¬ 
tle choice but to dis¬ 
charge him. Bowe, 29, 
of Fort Washington, 

Merryland outside 
Washington, could not 
be reached for comment, 
but his lawyer and 
financial adviser, Jeffrey 
Fried, said last Monday 
Bowe quit the Corps 
because of his family. 

“1 truly believe that he 
underestimated how 
much he would miss his 
wife and children when 
he mode the decision to 
join the Marines,” Fried 
said. 

Long said he wanted 
to clarify reports that he 



of washout recruits who normally wait a wetirtfl;~ -’= 
10 days for paperwork to be processed before^? 
they are sent home. ^ 

Media interest in Bowe’s enlistment majf '. 
him an exception from the start And Long said^'i-r 
Bowe's discharge was expedited, completed ihWK> 
single day. 

Fried said that while Bowe . may have an-/j ; v 
deresti mated the .challenge of boot camp, -h&”i^i 
supporters were proud of their fighter "for trying-.^ 
where others would not have made the effort.” 

“He learned it was difficult to undertake at 

age of 29 a . dream he hadLH&| 
when be was 18, after UbSpi] 
years enjoying the rewards. ~/- : 
of his hard work/’^firiorff ' ^- 
said. : • 

Bowe, whose 
record has earned him 
than $100 nriUR^'^ij 
announced with t 

iat herWrfn 


Bowe 


said gave the impression that Bowe was allowed 
to leave the Marines voluntarily last week after 
realizing that he had made a mistake by joining 
"You don’t sign a contract with the United St¬ 
ales Marine Corps, come in here, start training 
and then say, ‘Oops, I think 1 want to go home, 
and then just leave,” Long said. “It’s not that 
easy.” 

The Marines decided to expel their 


cooperative recruit because the service didn’t 
want him, not because Bowe wanted out, Lons 
said. 0 

Bowe arrived at Parris Island 10 February and 
spent the first two days undergoing routine 
processing, including paperwork, medical and 
dental tests and equipment pickup, according to 
Long. Bowe’s platoon spent five days, from 13 
till 17 Ffebruaty, preparing for the actual recruit 
training regimen that began 18 February. 

Long said it became obvious that Bowe was 
“a problem" recruit during those initial five days 
after processing, and that his behavior became 
worse on !8 February when he refused to train. 
“It’s just obstinance, that’s all,” Long said. 
Long said normally a small percentage of 
recruits refuse to train and eventually are 
allowed to leave. Usually they ore assigned to 
what is called “the casual platoon ” a collection 


fanfare last month that he. 
was taking a sabbatilcai^^ 
from boxing to fulfill:; 
lifelong, dream of joining ; -i’ 
the Marine Corps. The box-,.0 
ing world was stunned; 
he would taker on .-the/ a'-'; 
difficult Marine trauun£ 
regimen; Bowe has long --« 
been criticized for not trairi/^- ^O 
ing hard enough for Jus:" ? i 
fights. -:. : v 

Bowe entered, .the 
week boot camp..planning; 
to resume hfs boxing carc& .• V; 
Jater this year: And hefjg^f \fy 
tered knowing.the ,challcag^>f^ 
es that training" wtwJd-,.^0 
• l. L m Present, having visited Pai^jyjS 1 . 
Island with the Marines’ encouragement- 
permission to see what awaited him. V : 

Fned said the environment of boot camp was^ ' 
a difficult, adjustment for a world-class adfiete^-'’ 
accustomed to hotel suites and always snribtuj^f-' 
ed by family and friends. Bowe found himself^ •*: 
1 !?5j d F r 1 a I non ® **“ feenjits. most of whom vfeai3^r- 
, °^ ear, y twenties. He couldn't 
S, to hls ^ e ; J udy. and five children.”'-** 

'SSVrt. .**» end or the days, Bowe - 
le£w d !h k* ^ instructor that he wantetHO^ r ': 
leave, wh,ch is not unusual for recruits. * 

ISyiSJ** by* teir platoons and tt»: J' 
vast majority complete their training. ; 

Bowels cwL! aSt Monday ^ he beHe^ .- U 
V'f? a mutual agreement &K.V'• 

1 ^ his platoon leader. 

is Jilted ’1* ri T c ">“ 8>*e Bowe w|at^ T 
is catted an entry-level separation.” '• 
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